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Dear  Northwestern  Alumni: 

The  fall  is  a  wonderful  time  of  the  year.  School  hells  ring  again,  students 
arc  moving  back  on  campus,  you  can  hear  the  sound  of  the  band  practicing  pre- 
paring for  the  football  season.  Speaking  of  football,  the  team  had  a  good  fall 
practice  and  is  ready  to  take  the  field. 

We  hope  you  will  return  to  Northwestern  during  Homecoming.  Please 
check  the  "Alumni  Event"  section  of  the  issue  for  the  schedule  of  events,  and 
make  plans  to  participate.  There  are  events  scheduled  for  all  ages,  such  as  a 
reunion  for  the  Class  of  1941  and  the  special  reunions  for  the  classes  listed  on 
page  14  of  this  magazine.  Cheerleader  Reunion.  Purple  Jacket  Reunion.  Alumni 
Luncheon,  football  game,  and  an  added  event,  the  Homecoming  Dance,  are  all 
on  the  agenda  for  your  weekend  enjoyment. 

Please  come  home,  walk  the  campus,  visit  the  dorms  and  classrooms 
where  you  had  such  fun  and  prepared  yourself  for  your  life's  work.  L(X)k  up 
some  of  your  teachers  to  tell  them  what  you  are  doing  and  thank  them  for  seeing 
the  potential  in  you. 

You  should  receive  your  letter  from  me  very  scxin  asking  you  to  pay  your 
Alumni  Dues.  These  dues  are  necessary  to  finance  scholarships,  expand  Alumni 
Chapters,  pay  for  Homecoming  events.  Outstanding  Teacher  Awards,  and  many 
other  Alumni  activities.  This  year  the  first  1,500  to  pay  will  receive  the  1st  Edi- 
tion Christinas  Ornament.  So  hurry  and  pay,  please. 

We  hope  to  see  you  for  Homecoming  on  October  19,  1991.  or  any  other 
lime  you  choose  to  visit. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Klist'  P.  .lames 

Director  of  Development  and  .Alumni  AfTalrs 
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Office  Of  The  President 
Northwestern  State  University 


Dear  NSU  Alumni: 

Homecoming  is  a  special  time  at  Northwestern.  It  allows  faculty,  staff 
and  students  of  the  university  to  visit  with  alumni,  who  provide  perspective  and 
insight  that  is  valuable  in  planning  and  determining  directions  for  the  future  of 
the  institution. 

The  highlight  of  Northwestern's  Fall  calendar  each  year.  Homecoming 
also  offers  opportunities  for  former  students  to  renew  friendships  and  review  the 
progress  of  their  Alma  Mater 

This  year's  Homecoming  is  scheduled  for  the  weekend  of  Oct.  18-19,  and 
this  is  a  cordial  invitation  for  former  students  and  their  families  to  join  us  for  the 
numerous  activities  that  are  planned  for  alumni  and  other  guests. 

Among  the  highlights  of  Homecoming  will  be  the  recognition  of  new 
members  of  the  Long  Purple  Line  and  the  induction  of  several  former  athletes 
into  the  Graduate  N  Club  Hall  of  Fame. 

Northwestern  has  produced  scores  of  outstanding  athletes  and  coaches 
since  establishing  an  intercollegiate  athletic  program  nearly  90  years  ago,  and  the 
Graduate  N  Club  honors  the  brightest  sports  stars  in  the  school's  history  with 
Hall  of  Fame  membership. 

The  Long  Purple  Line,  created  just  last  year,  is  designed  to  pay  tribute  to 
former  students  who  have  excelled  in  business,  education,  science,  the  profes- 
sions and  other  endeavors.  It  is  considered  one  of  the  highest  honors  available  to 
alumni  of  the  institution.  Plan  to  attend  the  Alumni  Luncheon,  which  will  feature 
the  Long  Purple  Line  induction. 

In  addition  to  those  special  events,  there  will 
be  an  alumni  art  exhibit,  tour  of  homes,  golf  tour- 
nament and  jambalaya  dinner  on  Friday  and  an  open 
house  at  the  Alumni  Center,  Bingo  Brunch  for  the 
ladies,  and  various  class  reunions  scheduled  for 
Saturday. 

Other  groups— such  as  cheerleaders.  Purple 
Jackets,  Demon  Marching  Band  and  former  Lady  of 
the  Bracelet  winners — are  also  planning  reunions. 
There  will  be  a  Homecoming  dance  Saturday  night 
in  a  newly-remodeled  section  of  the  Student  Union 
called  The  Alley. 

Try  to  make  all  of  the  Homecoming  activi- 
ties. If  that  is  not  possible,  plan  to  at  least  attend 
the  Alumni  Luncheon— where  Long  Purple  Line 
members  and  the  year's  Outstanding  Teachers  will  be  honored- 
game  against  McNeese  State  University. 

We  look  forward — as  we  do  each  year— to  having  our  former  students 
back  on  campus  for  Homecoming.  Please  join  us. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  A.  Alost 
President 


-and  the  football 


Campus  News 


Dr.  Clarence  H.  Webb 
Father  of  Caddoan 
Archaeology 
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^'The  author  of  so 
many  publications,  the  in- 
spiration for  so  many  young 
archaeologists.  Dr.  Webb 
has  been  our  fiercest 
f fiend. 


ilii 


Dr.  (  lart'ntt'  Wtbh 
>ii'ws  p;trt  of  his 
lolli'i'lioii  (lis- 
phiMcl  ;it  Ihi'  Wil- 
lianooii  Musi'iiiii. 


In  January  1991  Sorth- 
we stern  lost  one  of  its  best 
friends.  Dr.  Clarence  Hunger- 
ford  Webb,  noted  Shreveport 
pediatrician  and  amateur  ar- 
chaeologist, passed  away. 

Louisiana's  medical  and 
archaeological  communities 
mourned  his  death  as  did  his 
family  and  friends  across  the 
nation. 


Dr.  Clarence  Webb  began  his  asso- 
ciation with  the  Williamson  Museum  at 
Northwestern  in  1965.  That  year  he  do- 
nated to  the  museum  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  archaeological  material  he  had 
recovered  from  an  historic  Indian  site  on 
the  Natchitoches-Rapides  Parish  line.  The 
fire  that  destroyed  historic  Guardia  Hall 
also  destroyed  that  gift.  One  of  the  largest 
documented  collections  of  19th  century  In- 
dian materials  in  the  state  was  gone! 

Undauntcxi.  Dr.  Webb  called.  He 
uould  help  reconstitute  the  Williamson 
Museum  and  he  advised  Pete  Gregory  and 
others  at  Northwestern  to  work  at  that  with 
him.  Work  at  it  he  did!  He  donated  enough 
artifacts  from  his  private  collection  for  the 
new  Williamson  Museum  in  Kyser  Hall  to 
open  Its  exhibit.  The  collcxrtions  were  from 
his  published  excavations  at  Gahagan.  Bel- 
cher. John  Pearce.  and  other  important  ar- 
chaeological sites  in  northwestern 
Louisiana. 
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In  1974,  Dr.  Webb  gave  Northwest- 
ern a  research  gift  which  funded  excava- 
tions at  the  Bill  Conly  site  in  Red  River 
Parish,  likely  one  of  the  oldest  sites  found 
in  the  Red  River  region.  That  gift  has  al- 
lowed for  still  more  archaeology  over  the 
past  decade,  and  continues  to  help  the  mu- 
seum with  its  research  projects. 

Without  Dr.  Webb  northwest  Loui- 
siana would  have  little  or  no  archaeology, 
and  certainly  the  university  would  be  less 
than  it  is. 

A  few  months  before  his  death  he 
wrote  Pete  Gregory  a  letter  and  stated  he 
was  going  to  donate  his  entire  collection  to 
the  Louisiana  Division  of  Archaeology 
with  the  stipulation  that  it  remain  in  the 
museum  at  Northwestern  for  curation!  So 
he  gave  the  people  of  Louisiana  50  years  of 
archaeology,  and  even  donated  his  personal 
research  library  on  Louisiana  Archaeology 
to  the  university.  His  collection  of  well 
over  100,000  artifacts  will  provide  future 
archaeological  researchers  data  for  many 
years  to  come. 

The  four-state  area:  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  depends 
on  Dr.  Webb's  published  research.  This 
was  the  homeland  of  the  Caddo  people, 
and  Dr.  Webb,  almost  single-handed  at 
times,  devoted  his  time,  energy  and  finan- 
cial help  in  leaving  the  Caddo  tribe  and  the 
subsequent  people  who  live  in  this  area  as 
much  of  the  Native  American  Heritage  as 
he  could  preserve. 

Dr.  Webb  was  the  recipient  of  the 
Society  of  American  Archaeology's  cov- 
eted Crabtree  Award,  an  award  given  non- 
professional archaeologists  for  outstanding 
contributions  to  the  archaeology  of  the 
Americas.  He  was  known  internationally 
for  his  work  on  Caddoan  archaeology,  but 
also  on  the  American  Formative.  The  For- 
mative (the  period  between  3000  B.C.  and 
1000  B.C.)  saw  the  initial  rise  of  civiliza- 
tion in  all  the  Americas,  reaching  its  apex 
in  North  America  at  Poverty  Point  in 
northeastern  Louisiana.  This  site  is  so  im- 
portant it  is  soon  to  become  a  national 
monument.  The  study  and  preservation  of 
Poverty  Point  was  but  one  of  Dr.  Webb's 
archaeological  goals.  That,  too,  he  saw  to 
fruition. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  Clarence  H. 
Webb's   contributions   to   his    region,    his 


Clay  pipe  from  the 
Wiley  Mounds,  Ca- 
tahoula Parish,  LA. 


Spear   points   from 
Caddo  Parish,  LA. 


State  and  to  the  Americas.  His  collections 
and  his  library  leave  Northwestern  a  richer 
academic  environment.  It  is  unlikely  that 
the  equivalent  of  this  fifty  years  of  research 
could  be  duplicated  elsewhere  in  the 
South. 

The  author  of  so  many  publica- 
tions, the  inspiradon  for  so  many  young 
archaeologists.  Dr.  Webb  has  been  our 
fiercest  friend.  He  always  maintained  he 
was  an  "amateur"  archaeologist.  He  never 
had  a  grant,  was  never  paid  for  his  re- 
search or  his  time.  He  felt  he  had  to  give 
back  to  the  people  of  the  four-state  area 
their  heritage. 

In  1991  the  Caddoan  Archaeologi- 
cal Conference  gave  out  its  first  scholar- 
ship to  a  native  Caddo  tribal  student.  It 
was  named  the  Krieger-Webb-Newkumet 
Scholarship.  Alex  Krieger  was  the  profes- 
sional archaeologist  who  started  archaeol- 
ogy in  Texas.  Vynola  Newkumet  was  the 
Caddo  Indian  historian  of  her  tribe,  and 
Clarence  H.  Webb  the  "amateur"  who  left 
a  legacy  of  Caddoan  heritage. 

The  Williamson  Museum;  named 
after  Professor  George  Williamson,  the  ac- 
ademic patriarch  of  science  at  Northwest- 
ern, now  is  home  to  the  Clarence  H.  Webb 
collection.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Dr. 
Webb  was  the  founding  father  of  archaeol- 
ogy not  only  in  northern  Louisiana,  but  the 
nation.  Professor  Williamson's  collections 
lost  in  the  fire  have  indeed  been  replaced. 

Dr.  Webb  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Dodd  Webb,  and  two  sons. 
They  have,  like  Dr.  Webb,  been  good 
friends  to  Northwestern  and  we  offer  them 
our  thanks  here. 
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Pot,  Maddox  en- 
graved, from  the 
Sanson  site  in  Ra- 
pides Parish,  LA. 


V\'aterbottle,  Hodges  en- 
graved, from  the  Bel- 
cher mound  in  Caddo 
Parish,  LA. 


Fall  1991 


Caiiipus  News 


Alumni  Foundation  Fashions  Graduation 
Certificate  for  La.  Scholars'  College 


Dr.  Robert 
Alost,  President  of 
the  University,  re- 
ceived the  Tirst  certif- 
icate as  an  honorary 
graduate  of  the 
Scholars'  College 
during  its  baccalau- 
reate ceremony  on 
May  10. 
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Ihe  thirty-two  graduates  of  the  inaugural  class  of  the  Louisiana  Scholars' 
College  often  pictured  themselves  as  pioneers— as  the  first  class  of  the  innovative 
honors  college,  they  helped  forge  paths  for  a  new  era  of  excellence  in  the  liberal 
arts  and  sciences  at  Northwestern. 

Thanks  to  generous  support  from  the  Alumni  Foundation,  the  certificates  of 
graduation  they  received  in  June  evoke  the  university's  rich  academic  heritage.  The 
certificates  were  modeled  after  the  diploma  granted  by  the  Louisiana  State  Normal 
School  in  1903  to  Vivian  Moore  Fair. 

Dr.  Grady  W.  Ballenger,  Director  of  the  College,  said  he  and  administrative 
assistant  Kim  Johnson  searched  University 
archives  with  help  from  Watson  Library 
Archivist  Mary  Lynn  Bandaries.  After 
seeing  the  1903  diploma,  he  said,  they 
knew  they  had  discovered  the  appropriate 
model  for  the  new  Scholars'  College  certif- 
icates. 

"It  helped  us  devise  a  beautiful 
document,  one  that  every  graduate  can 
display  with  pride,  and  more  importantly, 
one  that  reminds  them  of  their  links  with 
the  texts  and  traditions  they  learned  about 
while  they  were  here." 

The  certificates  feature  not  only  the 
official  seals  of  the  state  and  university,  but 
also  a  lithograph  of  a  pedagogue  and  pupil 

at  the  base  of  a  column— a  fitting  symbol  for  students  who  spent  much  of  their 
jndergraduate  years  "On  Top  of  the  Hill"  in  Russell  Hall  and  near  Northwesterns 
columns.  All  faculty  members  of  the  College,  as  well  as  the  Director  of  the  College 
and  President  of  the  University,  signed  each  certificate.  A  purple  ribbon  adorns  the 
documents,  which  are  much  larger  than  conventional  diplomas. 

Johnson  said  she  kneu  thai  tht  graduates  woiiUI  ajijuvciatc  the  histor\  em 
bodied  in  their  certificates. 

"The  graduates  speiil  so  much  lime  looking  into  the  past  as  the\  were  look 
ing  forward  to  the  future,"  she  said.  "It  seemed  appropriate  thai  as  they  walked  into 
those  futures  they  carried  something  of  that  past  with  them." 
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When  Fair  graduated  fn»m  the 
Ivouisiaiia  State  Normal  School  in 
1903,  no  tuition  was  charged  to  stu- 
dents from  the  state  of  l>ouisiana.  and 
expenses  totaled  roughl>  si\t\  dollars 
per  year— no  insi^nitleant  sum  at  the 
turn  of  the  century.  But  in  lieu  of 
tuition  the  state  did  extract  an  impor- 
tant pledge  from  students:  each  grad- 
uate promised  to  teach  in  a  I^ouisiana 
public  school  for  at  least  one  year. 
Forty  credits,  at  one  credit  per 
course,  were  required  for  graduation; 
and,  as  B.C.  Caldwell,  then  President 
of  the  School,  put  it,  "Students  are 
expected  to  bear  themselves  with  pro- 
priety" at  all  times. 

Fair's  transcript  indicates  a 
strong  interest  in  the  arts.  She  took 
several  units  in  singing,  drawing,  liter- 
ature, French,  and  p.sychoIog\.  She 
also  was  a  member  of  IX'lta  Kappa 
Canuiia,  the  future  Teachers'  Honor- 
ary Society. 

Fair,  who  married  Frank  Flan- 
ders of  Fllsworth,  Kansas  on  .June  5, 
1907,  taught  for  thirt> -eight  >ears  in 
public  .schools  in  I>ouisiana.  Her 
daughters,  Frances  \  i\ian  and  .Minnie 
Merle  Flanders,  graduated  from  the 
Normal  School  in  1929  and  1937. 
Cecil  .\.  Flanders,  her  son.  said  that 
"teaching  was  |his|  mother's  life." 

"She  taught  si>cond  grade  for 
twenl>-five  >ears  at  Mansfield  Fle- 
mentarv."  Mr.  Flanders  said.  "She 
was  a  teacher  of  the  old  school— She 
helie\ed  in  the  fundamentals,  and 
made  her  pupils  line  her  and  Io\e  the 
classHMnn." 

Born  in  ISS3  at  the  Fair  Plan- 
tation just  outside  of  Mansfield,  \  i- 
\iaii  .Moore  Fair  Flanders  was  a 
meml)er  «)f  the  first  graduating  class 
of  .Mansfield  High— another  reason. 
Ballenger  said,  that  the  use  of  her 
diploma  as  a  model  for  the  Scholars* 
College  certificate  of  graduation  is  so 
appropriate.  Her  acti>ilies  in  the  com- 
nuMiit>.  aside  from  teaching,  included 
nembership  in  Daughters  of  the 
.American  Kexolution  and  the  Baptist 
Church.  She  died  on  (Klol>er  14. 
1972.  and  is  interred  in  the  Highland 
l^irk  Cemeter\  in  Mansfield. 

Fair's  diploma  is  housed  in  the 
archives  room  at  Watson  Librar>. 
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Sophisticated 
Experiments  Now 
Possible 

LJt.  Curt  Phifer,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Biology  at  the  Louisiana 
Scholars'  College  at  Northwestern  State 
University,  recently  was  awarded 
$63,000  by  the  Louisiana  Education 
Quality  Support  Fund  (LEQSF)  to  inves- 
tigate changes  in  functional  neural  activ- 
ity. 

The  LEQSF,  also  known  as  the 
8(g)  fund,  is  composed  of  interest  earned 
from  state  oil  revenues  which  is  set  aside 
for  research  and  educational  activities  at 
universities  and  colleges   in  Louisiana. 

Phifer  said  that  his  award  will  allow  him 
sophisticated  experiments  in  Natchitoches. 

"Fll  be  able  to  set  up  a  system  for  doing 
analysis  of  neural  metabolism,"  he  said.  "Now  V 
equipment,  supplies  and  technical  support  that  I 


Phifer's  experiments  primarily  involve  measuring  brain  metabolism  in  rat  pups, 
h  technological  devices  acquired  from  the  8(g)  fund  are  amenable  to  working 

with  any  sort  of  animal  nervous  tissue.  Thus,  the 
basic  technique  can  also  be  used  for  other  appli- 
cations, such  as  examining  changes  in  brain  ac- 
tivity associated  with  nutrition. 

In  the  studies  that  Phifer  has  planned,  he 
will  delve  into  changes  in  brain  tissue  metabo- 
lism associated  with  different  physiological 
states.  By  determining  the  specific  locations  of 
these  changes  in  metabolism  Phifer  hopes  to  in- 
crease our  understanding  of  the  brain  s  role  in 
the  control  of  physiology  and  behavior. 

"I  want  to  know  what  happens  to  brain 
metabolism  during  various  functions,"  Phifer 
said.  "What  are  the  differences  in  brain  activity 
between  a  fed  animal  and  an  animal  that  has 

been  food-deprived?  What  changes  occur  in  the 
Dr  Curt  Phifer 

brain  during  learning?  Answers  to  these  ques- 
tions have  obvious  extrapolations  in  several  fields." 

The  Louisiana  Scholars'  College,  where  Phifer  teaches, 
was  established  by  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Regents  in  1987,  and 
offers  a  comprehensive  program  of  study  in  the  liberal  arts  and 
sciences.  Since  1989,  faculty  members  of  the  College  have 
earned  more  than  $225,000  in  grants  and  fellowships. 
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Dept.  of  life  Sciences  Deceives  Grant 
for  Environmental  Sensing  Technology 

LJr.  Tom  Burns,  head  of  the  Department  of  Life  Sci- 
ences, and  Dr.  Dick  Stallings,  professor  of  biology  at  North- 
western State  University,  have  received  a  grant  of  $50,000 
from  the  Louisiana  Education  Support  Fund  Enhancement 
Program. 

The  grant  will  allow  the  university  to  purchase  state- 
of-the-art  equipment  in  Geographical  Information  Systems 
and  remote  sensing  technology. 

Biology  students  in  upper  division  classes  in  ecology, 
botany,  limnology  and  forestry  will  be  able  to  work  in  the 
newest  field  of  environmental  sensing. 

Current  uses  of  the  technology  might  include  evalua- 
tion of  forest  lands  and  pinebark  beetle  infestation.  Using  air 
video  interruption,  the  computer  software  can  measure  the 
area  of  infestation  and  provide  predictiv.e  information  on  an 
infestation  long  before  the  damage  becomes  evident  to  the  eye. 

The  versatility  of  the  software  also  offers  the  opportu- 
nity for  the  department  to  generate  computer  assisted  instruc- 
tion. A  System  called  Hyperindex,  when  coupled  to  the 
multi-image  processing  system,  allows  the  user  to  link  video 
images  to  reference  material. 

The  software  would  allow  instructors  to  create  an  in- 
structional program  about  wetland  zoning.  Students  using  the 
Hyperindex  card  would  have  access  to  color  airphotos  which 


Dr.  Tom  Burns 


Dr.  Dick  Stallings 


would  be  linked  to  a  color  map. 

Students  would  be  able  to  pick  a 
point  on  the  color  map,  click  on  it  with 
a  pointer  and  have  instant  access  to  the 
airphoto.  The  student  could  retrieve  any 
information  on  that  airphoto  or  access 
airphotos  for  that  same  area  for  another 
day,  month  or  year. 

A  Geographical  Information 
System  accepts  large  volumes  of  spatial 
data,  derived  from  any  number  of 
sources,  including  satellite  sensors.  Us- 
ing this  data,  users  can  store,  retrieve, 
manipulate,  analyze  and  display  the  data 
in  any  manner  they  have  set  up. 

The  stored  data  can  then  be  lay- 
ered to  represent  the  topography  for  a 
given  area,  boundaries,  vegetation 
types,  biomass  estimation,  soil  types, 
fish,  endangered  species  and  archaeo- 
logical data. 

The  system's  remote  sensing  ca- 
pability allows  the  operator  to  treat  in- 
formation gathered  from  aerial 
videography,  thermal  infrared  and  satel- 
lite imagery  in  a  digital  form.  When 
converted  to  digital  form  it  can  be  evalu- 
ated by  computer-assisted  image  inter- 
pretation techniques. 
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Fern  Christcnsen  Dctire§ 

vJne  of  Northwestern's  long-time  instructors  retired  last  May  after  25  years  at  the  Uni- 
versity and  40  years  of  classroom  instruction.  Mrs.  Fern  E.  Christensen  has  been  virtu- 
ally a  permanent  fixture  at  the  Education  Department  for  the  last  couple  of  decades. 

Mrs.  C,  as  she  is  known,  has  been  an  associate  professor  at  NSU  since  1966. 
was  director  of  the  Instructional  Research  Center,  and  for  many  years  was  faculty  sponsor 
of  the  Alpha  Beta  Alpha  fraternity  (undergraduate  fraternity  for  honor  students).  She 
created  the  Center  for  History  of  Education,  a  museum  of  education  located  on  the 
Northwestern  campus.  Her  personal  interest  in  genealogy  led  her  to  establish  Library 
Science  406— Applied  Research.  Genealogy  on  the  Northwestern  campus. 

Mrs.  Christensen  began  teaching  in  1941  in  Iowa,  and  taught  in  that  state  and 
Illinois  until  coming  to  Northwestern  in  1966.  She  will  continue  with  her  work  in  the 
field  of  genealogy. 
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•eniors  working  on  thesis  pro- 
jects at  the  Louisiana  Scholars'  College 
at  Northwestern  State  University  are 
eligible  for  fellowships  awarded  by  the 
school  through  a  grant  made  by  the 
Louisiana  Education  Quality  Support 
Fund. 

A  committee  of  outside  evalua- 
tors  for  the  LEQSF.  chaired  by  Dr. 
Daniel  L.  Wulffof  the  Stale  University 
of  New  York  at  Albany,  recommended 
that  $26,000  be  awarded  to  the  College 
over  two  years  so  that  it  may  pursue 
goals  of  "providing  close  student- 
teacher  interaction,  and  facilitating  re- 
search by  undergraduate  students."  The 
committee  cited  the  Scholars'  College 
proposal,  the  Senior  Thesis  Develop- 
ment Initiative,  as  representative  of  a 
"significant  new  direction  in  undergrad- 
uate education. 

"It  is  a  model  for  the  state  and 
the  nation  that  we  hope  other  institu- 
tions will  seek  to  enuilate."  the  evalua- 
tion stated. 

The  fellowships  may  be  used  for 
purposes  includ- 
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ing  subsitli/ing 
travel  to  special 
collections  or 
libraries,  the 
acquisition  of 
books  or  soft- 
ware for  the 
University's 
library,  or  the 
purchase  of  lab 
cquipmcnl  lor  c\pcnmciils     I  lie  tuiui 
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Senior  Thesis 
Project  Funded 
by  LEQ|)r 
Grant 


also  will  support  student  travel  to  con- 
ferences and  the  publication  of  a  Thesis 
Bulletin  featuring  abstracts  of  ail  of  the 
year's  projects. 

Another  way  LEQSF  funds  will 
enhance  senior  theses  will  be  through 
the  creation  of  a  Board  of  Visitors. 
Members  of  the  board  w  ill  hail  from 
prestigious  universities  and  colleges 
from  throughout  the  country,  and  uill 
provide  guidance  to  students  writing 
theses  and  to  facult\  directing  them. 

Students  of  the  College  currently 
devote  about  half  of  their  energies  to 
courses  in  the  Common  Curriculum,  a 
process  that  culminates  with  the  comple- 
tion of  a  senior  thesis.  Titles  of  recent 
theses  demonslialc  the  wide  aria\  of 
fields  students  chose  to  write  about:    "A 
Place  of  Stillness:  Melrose  and  the  In 
eiaiy  Community  of  the  1920s  and 
19,M)s";      rhe  l-:ifecls  o\  Seismic  Ampli- 
tude Versus  Bandwidth  on  Various  Geo- 
graphical Bouiularies:  Blocky  versus 
Gradational  Inlcrfaces";  "Around  the 
Clock:  An  Original  One  Act  Pla\  with 
Preface  by  the  Author";  and  "lo  E\ery 
Long  a  M\th:  Film  Portraits  t)f  the 
l,oiii:s  of  Louisiana." 


Dr.  Grady  Ballenger.  director  ol 
the  College,  and 
Dr.  Darrel  Col- 
son.  associate 
professor  of 
philosophy,  are 
co-coordinators 
of  the  project. 
Their  proposal  to 
the  LEQSF  spec- 
ifies that  grant 
money  will  be  Dr.  Darrel  ("olMtn 

used  to  "foster 
the  work  of  stu- 
dents writing 
researched  es- 
says" on  any 
academic  or 
creatise  topic. 
Ballenger  and 
Colson  anticipate 

that  appioxi- 
Dr.  (;nKJ>  Bailcnser         ,,,,„^,,y  3^  ^^,. 

search  fellowships  will  be  granted  to 
students  each  year. 

Since  1989.  the  faculty  of  the 
College  have  been  awarded  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in  grants  and 
tcllowslii|is.  Three  students  ha\e  won 
prestigious  National  liiulowment  lor  the 
Humanities  lounger  Scln>lars  l-elli>w 
ships,  and  graduates  have  enjoyed  place- 
ment in  compelitiNC  graduate  and 
pidlessional  programs,  such  as  the  Uni- 
\ersit\  o\  lexas  Medical  College  al 
GaKeston.  the  Universits  of  Chicago. 
Vanderbilt  Uni\ersit>.  LSU  Law  .School, 
aiul  the  Ha\  lor  .Schi>ol  ol  Law. 
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The  Genesis  of  the 
Dowing  Team 

Editor's  note;  Lisa  Wolf  responds  to  the 
many  alumni  inquiries  about  NSU's  row- 
ing team. 

W  hen  I  arrived  in  Natchitoches  in 
1987  to  begin  teaching  at  the  Scholars'  Col- 
lege, I  had  been  rowing  for  six  years.  I  imme- 
diately realized  the  water  here  was  ideal  for 
rowing.  I  rowed  every  time  I  could,  and  some 
of  the  .students  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
sport. 

NSU  student  Rob  Brown  probably 
did  the  most  to  get  the  team  going.  Not  only 
did  he  tell  me  of  his  interest  in  rowing,  but  he 
brought  together  other  students  with  the  same 
interest.  1  went  to  see  Dr.  Graham  about  the 
mechanics  of  starting  a  team  and  began  to  call 
my  friends  in  the  rowing  community. 

I  called  Gene  Jeffords  first,  since  he 
had  been  to  Natchitoches  and  knew  the  water. 
He  was  living  in  Kansas  and  was  able  to  con- 
vince Washburn  University  to  come  here  tor 
their  spring  training.  That  generated  even 
more  interest.  Natchitoches  mayor  Joe  Sam- 
pite  and  Sibley  Lake  Patrolman  Charlie 
Vienne  could  not  have  been  more  helpful 
when  it  came  to  making  Washburn's  first  visit 
a  success.  Jeffords  also  helped  me  contact 
Bob  Jaugstctter,  Tulane's  coach,  who  was  able 
to  find  oars  and  a  boat  to  lend  us. 


John  Mullen  of  the  Dallas  Rowing  Club;  John  Chalmers,  Mimi  Meyer,  Dave  Clark, 
and  Carol  and  Sam  Martin  of  the  Austin  Rowing  Club;  and  Norine  Jaloway  of  the  Bay  Area 
Rowing  Club  also  were  extremely  helpful.  The  Austin  Rowing  Club  gave  us  our  first  eight,  and 
the  others  offered  excellent  advice  on  organizing  and  networking. 

In  Natchit(x.hes,  I  went  to  see  Dr.  Graham  once  a  week,  and  the  students  went  with  me 
about  once  a  month.  We  went  to  Student  Government  Association  (SGA)  meetings,  and  I  gave  a 
talk  at  a  Kiwanis  lunch  meeting.  Rob  Brown,  Calvin  Cupp,  and  I  went  with  Elise  James, 
director  of  Alumni  Affairs,  to  alumni  meetings  to  tell  them  what  we  were  doing  and  to  ask  for 
their  support... 

Rob  and  I  picked  up  the  eight  in  October,  1988.  (The  club  had  become  a  chartered  club 
sport  by  then. )  Ricky  Bergeron  and  Richard  Scott  went  with  me  to  New  Orleans  to  pick  up  the 
oars  and  the  four,  and  we  were  ready  to  start  rowing.  Wfe  did,  however,  have  to  repair  the  four 
before  we  could  rc^v  it. 

Dr.  Grady  Ballenger,  director  of  the  Scholars'  College,  gave  us  pemiission  to  store  the 
equipment  in  two  contiguous  classnxims  under  Russell  Hall.  It  was  quite  a  job  to  carry  the 
boats  and  oars  from  Russell  to  Chaplin's  Lake,  so  we  looked  tor  a  spot  closer  to  the  water.  Dr. 
Gene  Newman  suggested  the  old  dairy  barn,  and  Dr  Graham  was  able  to  get  pemiission  for  us 
to  use  it.  Once  we  had  cleaned  it  up,  it  became  our  home. 

Since  I  have  a  full  teaching  load,  I  was  able  to  coach  the  team  only  on  weekends,  and  it 
soon  became  obvious  that  the  team  needed  an  experienced  coach  who  could  go  out  with  them 
every  day.  We  started  a  petition  to  get  a  coach  and  continued  to  meet  with  Dr.  Graham  and  the 
SGA.  Gene  Jeffords  had  expressed  an  interest  in  coaching  the  team,  and  he  was  willing  to  give 
up  a  stable,  well-paid  job  to  do  so.  He  arranged  for  Wichita  State  and  Purdue,  as  well  as 
Washburn,  to  come  to  Natchitoches  in  the  spring  of  1989  for  their  training. 

The  visiting  teams  helped  get  the  town  interested  in  the  sport,  and  our  support  base 
continued  to  grow.  The  SGA  voted  to  give  us  a  portion  of  the  club  sport  money,  and  the 
university  agreed  to  hire  Gene  to  teach  a  reduced  load  in  math  so  that  he  could  coach  the  team. 

Gene  arrived  in  the  tall  of  1989,  and  the  team  began  to  improve  almost  immediately.  It 
was,  however,  difficult  tor  Gene  to  teach  three  classes  and  coach  every  day,  so  the  team  and  I 
decided  to  try  to  get  him  a  job  as  the  team's  coach.  Once  again  we  started  visiting  Dr.  Graham 
and  the  SGA.  The  university  was  able  to  offer  him  the  job  of  Assistant  Director  of  Leisure 
Activities  tor  the  fell  of  1990.  The  salary  was  better,  and  he  did  not  have  to  teach. 

In  the  1990-91  school  year,  the  team  was  able  to  acquire  some  better  equipment  and  to 
organize  more  fund-raising  and  rowing  events.  There  are  more  members,  and  the  team  is 
beginning  to  make  a  national  name  ti^ir  itself. 
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Mike  Wilburn 
Takes  Pride  In  His 
Univcrsit}' 
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roni  his  otTice  in  Shrevcport. 
Mike  Wilburn  says  he's  happier  working 
for  hiniseir  than  with  other  people.  He 
has  no  patience  lor  the  "but  we've  never 
done  it  that  way  before"'  attitude.  Upon 
hearing  his  philosophy  on  how  sad  it  is 
that  so  few  people  take  seriously  their 
responsibilities  and  obligations,  you 
might  think  he  is  a  heniiit.  You  would 
be  wrong. 

This  NSII  grad  not  (wly  carries  a 
massive  load  of  public  service  commit- 
ment.s,  including  membership  in  the 
Shreveport  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Ro* 
tiiry  Club  of  Hast  Shreveport,  Noilhwest 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
the  -Si^orts  lM)unikition  (which  holds  the 
Independence  B(mI),  but  he  is  active  in 
supporting  Northwestern  by  serving  as  an 
officer  in  the  Shn:vepoi1-Bossier  Alumni 
Association  and  on  the  NSU  Athletic 
Board  of  Directors.  He  recruits  NSU 
alumni  and  others  to  buy  season  tickets, 
and  he  shows  the  colors  with  his  NSU 
calendar,  plaques  and  coffee  mug  in  his 
office. 

"'Ihcrc  shoukl  be  a  certain  amount 
of  pruic  in  \our  lite."  saui  Wilburn.  "I 
have  pride  in  my  home,  my  famil\.  m\ 
lile  and  my  sch(X)l" 

John  Michael  Wilhiirn  cnlcivd 
Northwestern  in  lWi7  and  graduateil  in 
197.^.   I  hats  a  long  lime  to  acquire  a 
bachelor's  degree,  but  he  has  a  reason. 
About  a  year  into  Ins  scluH)ling.  the  US. 
Army  issued  an  imitation  he  couklnl 
refuse,  hi  Vietnam  he  received  tuo 


purple  hearts.  The  first  was  from  shrapnel  recei\'ed  when  a  rocket  hit  next  to  his  fox- 
hole. Ihe  second  when  a  huge  bomb  went  off  under  his  taick.  killing  fi\e  of  his  bud- 
dies. Initial  training,  active  service,  and  rehabilitation  delayed  his  education,  but  did  not 
i.li\ei1  him  from  his  goal. 

Mike  grevs  up  in  Cotton  Valley.  Louisiana,  where  it  seems  he  alw-ays  knew  how 
to  find  a  goal. 

"In  a  small  school  like  that,  a  lot  of  us  pla\ed  most  sports."'  he  says. 

Not  many  were  an  All-District  haltback  on  the  lootball  team,  or  were  captain  ol 
the  baseball,  football  and  basketball  teams,  as  was  Wilburn  in  his  senior  year. 

"In  1967.  Northwestern  was  looking  for  big  bruisers  in  the  backfield.  and  I  was 
a  quick,  little  guy.  They  weren't  inteivsted,"  he  said. 

When  he  returned  from  Vietruim  under  the  G.I.  Bill  ("The  best  piece  of  legisla- 
tion ever  passed."),  he  went  out  for  tlie  baseball  team.  After  his  experiences  o\erseas, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  married,  college  sjiorts  lost  some  of  their  glamor. 

"It  just  didn't  seem  important  to  me." 

He  left  the  team  and  concentrated  on  his  saidies,  graduating  in  1975. 

"I  was  three  hours  short  of  a  degree  in  ps\cholog\.  but  the  course  I  needed  was 
offered  only  one  time  a  year.  I  had  enough  hours  for  a  degree  in  Basic  Studies,  so  I 
took  that  and  got  on  with  my  lite." 

"I  workcxi  in  a  bank  for  a  while,  but  I  was  finishing  my  work  by  2:30.  Ihey 
wanted  me  to  stretch  it  out  until  the  end  of  the  day."" 

Working  slowly  so  that  others  don't  look  bad  isn't  something  one  can  take  pride 
in.  so  Mike  looked  tor  something  else.  The  something  else  turned  out  lo  be  financial 
planning.  He  graduated  from  the  College  of  Financial  Planning  (Denver)  which  was 
"much  more  difficult  than  I  thought  it  would  be." 

As  a  certified  financial  planner  (CFP).  Mike  provides  fee-basaf  financial,  estate 
and  retirement  planning  to  individual  and  corporate  clients.  If  they  wanted  to.  he  aiul 
his  wife,  the  fonner  Nancy  Noniuui  of  Natchitoches,  could  talk  shop  at  home.  She  is  a 
CPA  with  an  Mli^  and  is  head  of  accounting  at  \\1llis-Knighton  Medical  Center  in 
Shreveport.  With  four  children,  though,  there  isn't  a  lot  o\  time  for  talking  shop. 

A  man  of  great  passions,  Mike  lo\es  his  work,  but  he  reall\  gets  excited  when 
the  subject  turns  to  Northwestern  State  Uni\ersit>.  Clients  t)ften  ask  abi>ut  the  NSL' 
memorabilia  around  his  office.  Asking  Mike  about  Northwestern  is  like  opening  your 
iloor  lo  a  salesman  who  is  one  ortler  short  of  his  quota. 

"I've  gotten  a  lot  of  NSU  alumns  to  |oin  the  local  chapter.  Tnc  e\en  giUten 
some  Tech  alumns  to  buy  season  tickets  to  the  Demons  fixitball  games,"  he  beams. 

He  grew  up  in  Louisiana  Tech  countiy  Most  tif  his  friends  fh>m  Cotton  VallcN 
went  to  college  in  Ruston.  When  Mike  was  a  yiuingster,  though,  he  often  \isited  an 
aunt  v\ho  was  atteixling  NSU,  and  she  let  him  Uxik  tlirough  her  PotfhHun.  Even  as  a 
youngster  he  knew  he  wouki  attend  Northwestern.  His  brother,  Mark,  also  attended 
NSU  from  1971  to  '15. 

An  active  alumiuis.  Mike  is  iic\er  sin  about  \oicing  his  opinion. 

"Hey.  if  Nou  want  m\  money,  don't  tell  me  I  caifl  make  suggestions."  he  sa\s. 

Referring  to  the  changes  at  Northwestern  in  the  last  fise  ye;irs.  Wilburn  heaps 
praise  u|ion  NSU  President  Dr.  Riibert  Alost. 

"Not  t(M)  long  ago  it  wasn't  easy  to  ha\e  pride  in  IxMiig  a  gmduate  of  NiMlh- 
wcsiern.  Now.  Dr.  .Most  has  made  some  great  ch;uiges  and  brought  in  a  lot  of  g(H>d 
pcojile.  I'm  a  prixluct  of  NSU,  aikl  the  iinixcisity's  reputation  ivtli.vls  diiecll\  on  me." 

Wilburn  sa\s  alumni  are  like  stockholders.   IIicn  ha\e  a  stake  in  the  success  of 
the  uni\ersit\,  even  after  they  lea\e  it. 

"A  lot  of  [vople  leave  schix>l.  become  succcssjul.  aiul  ne\er  ask.  'What  d(>  I 
owe  some  of  this  to.'   "  Wilburn  declareil.    "Now  we  can  Iv  proud  of  lUir  unneisitv"  he 
said. 

Iluinks.  Ill  part,  lo  alumni  like  Mike  Wilburn. 
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ow  does  a  240-pound  All- 
American  football  player  who  wrestles  alliga- 
tors turn  into  a  180-poiind  long-haired  artist? 
In  the  case  of  Randy  Brodnax.  the  transfor- 
mation seems  natural.  Whether  he  is  talking 
to  the  fish  he  catches,  throwing  pots  on  his 
wheel,  cixiking  tlllets  or  teaching  art  classes, 
Brodnax  always  gets  the  nxist  out  of  life. 

Picture  the  pottery  class  at  Cedar  Val- 
ley College  at  Dallas.  On  the  first  day,  the 
students  enter  with  visions  of  an  art  teacher 
caught  up  in  the  pretensions  of  the  "art 
world."  instead,  they  get  Randy,  who  has 
them  all  stand  up  and  shout  "art"  as  fast  and 
as  loud  as  they  can.  When  they  finish  "bark- 
ing," these  students  know  this  class  is  going  to 
be  fun,  and  they  know  this  instructor  is  not 
your  typical  college  professor. 

Neither  was  Brcxlnax  a  typical  student. 

"I  took  that  first  pottery  clas.s  at 
Northwestern  becau.se  it  was  the  only  one  I 
could  pass ,'"  said  Brodnax.  Not  quite  true. 
"Actually,  I  did  it  to  strengthen  my  hands 
and  forearms.  I  needed  to  be  able  to  get 
the  deep  snap  back  to  the  quarterback." 

Kneading  heavy  lumps  of  clay  must 
have  worked,  because  Bnxlnax  was  a  starting 
center  for  four  years  and  played  on  the  unde- 
feated Demon  team  of  l%6  (9-0).  While  he 
was  an  outstanding  force  on  the  tlKitball  field, 
that  first  pottery  class  also  unleased  a  different 
force  inside  him.  Today,  Brodnax  is  a  master 
potter,  teacher  and  lecturer  in  demand  all  over 
the  country. 

As  chair  of  the  art  department  at  Ce- 
dar Valley  College  (part  of  the  Dallas  County 
Community  College  system)  Randy  continues 
a  20-year  career  as  a  teacher.  His  students  get 
far  more  than  in.struction  at  throwing  pots. 

"What  do  you  think  God  looks  like?" 
he  asks  them.  The  resulting  discussion  dis- 
places the  lesson  plan  for  the  day,  but  Brod- 
nax is  excited  ab(xit  the  success  in  waking  up 
the  class.  The  classes  are  different,  to  be  sure, 
and  they  challenge  the  students.  Perhaps  that's 
why  people  keep  coming  back.  Some  students 
enroll  in  Randy's  pottery  class  semester  after 
semester.  Part  of  the  the  interest  is  in  the  skills 
they  learn,  but  most  of  it  is  in  Randy  himself 

When  Brodnax  gets  cranked  up 
(which  is  just  about  any  tinx;  he's  awake)  it's 
like  a  combination  of  Vince  Lombardi,  Billy 
Graham  and  Justin  Wilson  preaching  the  mes- 
sage of  art.  life,  winnine  and  siood  cooking. 


Dandy  Brodnax 
delights  in  being 
an  All-American 
Character 
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His  unique  brand  of  showmanship/teaching 
has  made  Randy  popular  on  the  lecture  circuit 
in  the  U..S.  and  Canada  where  he  conducts 
pottery  workshops.  His  pots,  most  of  which 
bear  drawings  of  frogs,  fish,  crawfish  and  alli- 
gators, are  exhibited  in  galleries  and  are  pur- 
chased by  his  many  fans.  He  talks 
continuously  as  he  works  the  clay.  When  it  is 
time  to  fire  the  pots  in  the  kilns  he  builds,  he's 
likely  to  jump  back  and  forth  from  the  kilns  to 
the  grill  where  he's  cooking  blackened  catfish 
for  the  students. 

Brcxlnax  attended  Northwestern  from 
1964  to  1969  when  he  received  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  art  with  a  minor  in  special  educa- 
tion (socially  and  emotionally  disturbed  ado- 
lescents). He  finds  no  dichotomy  between 
being  a  terror  on  the  football  field  and  the  life 
as  a  sensitive  artist. 

"In  athletics,  vou  develop  a  killer's 
instinct— a  winner's  instinct.  It's  a  type  of 
sensitivity  to  the  situation.  In  art,  vou  find 


a  fine  level  of  sensitivity.  There  is  a  lot  in 
common." 

He  returned  to  NSU  to  earn  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  art  in  1980. 

"I  ha\e  an  extreme  fondne.ss  for 
Northwestern,"  Brodnax  .said.  "I  want  it  to 
be  the  best  it  can  be,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
great.  I've  had  the  oppportunity  to  teach 
workshops  at  several  universities  in  I^ouisi- 
ana,  including  Southeast,  McNeese,  Louisi- 
ana Tech  and  Northwestern.  With  its 
facilities  and  the  people  there.  Northwest- 
ern has  the  best  chance  of  becoming  a  lead- 
ing educational  institution." 

His  latest  workshop  at  Northwestern 
was  in  the  spring  of  1991  when  he  introduced 
a  new  group  to  "Life  With  Randy." 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  quitting 
time  when  you're  with  Randy.  When  a  stu- 
dent asked  him  how  long  the  work  shop 
wduld  go  on,  he  answered,  "I'll  be  here  all 
day,  all  night,  all  the  time  until  I  wear  every- 
body out." 

Brcxlnax  stays  in  shape  by  running  the 
six  miles  from  his  cabin  to  his  c^ffice  at  Cedar 
Valley  College.  His  cabin  sits  on  285  acres, 
overlooking  a  private  lake.  He  likes  to  work 
outside,  under  the  cottonwcxxis.  He  fishes  of- 
ten. "There  are  some  really  nice  crappie 
there."  His  amis  and  hands  stay  strong  from 
kneading  the  25-pound  lumps  of  clay. 

One  overall  impression  of  Randy 
Brodnax  is  that  of  a  man  w  ho  is  happy  w  ith 
his  lite. 

"If  somebody  pulled  m\  plug  to- 
morrow, I'd  die  happy  because  I've  had 
more  fun  in  my  lifetime  than  most  people 
would  have  had  in  three  lifetimes,"  said 
Brodnax. 

When  he  dies,  he  wants  to  be  cre- 
mated and  turned  into  potter's  glaze. 

No  doubt  about  it.  Randy  Brodnax  is 
a  character,  and  that's  just  fine  w  ith  him. 

"I  have  worked  all  my  life  to  be  a 
character.  When  I  played  football,  the 
coaches  .said  *\bu  need  to  build  character. 
You  need  to  have  character.'  But  you  have 
to  as.sess  what  is  character.  To  me,  charac- 
ter is  being  yourself,  and  not  being  any- 
body else." 

All-American  football  star,  artist, 
teacher,  evangelist  for  the  zestful  lite.  Randy 
Brodnax  definitely  is  being  himself— and  no- 
bodv  else. 
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jL  Mrs.  Vcrlyn  Cutrcr  Sanders 

is  a  retired  School  Librarian  who  now  re- 
sides in  Many,  LA.  She  was  married  to  the 
late  Murrah  A.  Sanders.  After  leaving  Nat- 
chitoches, she  attended  LSU  to  earn  a  de- 
gree in  Library  .Science  and  later  taught  in 
Many  and  Zwolle,  LA.  She  worked  as  a 
school  librarian  in  both  Westwego  and  Jef- 
ferson Junior  High  Schools  before  retiring 
in  1975. 

35  Ruth  Williamson  Welch  is  a 
retired  first  grade  teacher  who  currently  re- 
sides in  Paris,  TX.  While  attending  NSU 
Mrs.  Welch  was  involved  in  the  YWCA. 
After  completing  her  BA,  she  went  on  to 
receive  a  masters  in  education  at  East  Texas 
State  University.  Mrs.  Welch  has  three  chil- 
dren. One  is  an  attorney  in  Dallas,  TX;  one 
is  a  real  estate  appraiser;  and  the  other  is  a 
teacher  in  Hawthorne,  CA. 

36  Mrs.  Reba  Talley  Mathies  is 
retired  and  lives  in  Bogalusa,  LA.  She  has 
two  children,  one  of  whom,  Peter  Steve 
Mathies.  is  also  a  graduate  of  NSU. 

4/  Harold  T.  Tingley  is  retired 

and  living  in  Arcadia,  LA,  with  his  wife, 
Sarah  Sutton  Tingley. 

49  Pat  Felshcr  Hardee  lives  m 

N.  Smyrna  Beach,  FL.  While  at  NSU  she 
was  involved  in  such  organizations  as  Pur- 
ple Jackets  and  Pi  Kappa  Alpha.  She  has 
four  children,  now  adults,  and  is  presently 
employed  at  Chisholm  Elementary  School 
as  the  Exceptional  Student  Education  De- 
partment Head. 

M  Mrs.   Lillic  Marie  Norwood 

Yates  is  a  retired  Home  Economics  Teacher 
who  served  in  the  East  Carroll  Parish 
School  District  for  36  years.  Currently,  she 
lives  in  Delhi,  LA,  and  is  very  involved  in 
Church,  Ciarden  Club,  and  Homemakcrs' 
Club  activities.  Mrs.  Yates  has  three  cliil 
dren  and  four  granikhikltvn, 

J I  Barbara  Bradford  C(»nner  is 

a  second  grade  teacher  for  the  Chicago 
Public  Sch(H)ls.  Mrs.  Conner  was  involved 
in  the  Band  while  a  student  at  NSU.  She 
now  lives  in  Chicago,  IL,  and  is  married  to 


James  M.  Ccinner.  The  Conners"  two  chil- 
dren are  now  ages  31  and  27. 

y)  Charles  B.  Aulds  is  retired 
from  his  position  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Serv- 
ice and  living  in  Cleveland,  TN,  with  his 
wife,  Mary  Nan  Still.  Mrs.  Aulds  has  a 
three-year  nursing  degree  from  NSU  which 
she  received  in  1955.  The  Aulds  have  four 
children,  ages  34,  32,  27.  and  24. 

60  N.    Paul     Toddy"    Vincent 

has  recently  been  appointed  special  pro- 
jects director  for  Physical  Inspection  Inc., 
and  is  working  in  the  Acadiana  area.  Mr. 
Vincent  lives  in  Baton  Rouge  with  his  wife. 
Patsy  Jo  Culpepper.  He  and  his  wife  have 
three  children,  ages  32,  30,  and  24.  While 
attending  NSU  Mr.  Vincent  was  involved 
with  ROTC. 

Ol  John  Myron  Millar  is  a  Gen- 

eral Manager  for  Liberty  Fruit  and  Produce 
in  Los  Angeles,  CA.  He  lives  in  Camarillo, 
CA  with  his  wife,  Ethclyn  Louise  Scroggins 
(NSU  Class  of  1959). 

Oj  James   S.   Crawford   is   Re- 

search and  Development  Advisor  for  Ethyl 
Corporation  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA  where  he 
lives  with  his  wife,  Patricia  Ann  Evans 
(NSU  Class  of  l%3).  The  Crawfords  have 
two  children  attending  Baylor  University. 
While  at  NSU  Mr.  Crawfcird  uas  involved 
m  many  organizations  such  as  Sigma  I'au 
Gamma  and  the  Demeler  Club. 

03  Ronnie  Daigle  is  Principal  of 

Sunset  High  .School  in  Sunset,  LA.  He  is 
married  to  Carmen  Bernaal  Daigle  and  has 
two  children  currently  attending  college  at 
USL.  Mr.  Daigle  was  in\<)lved  in  various 
NSU  organizations  such  as  PEK,  the  N 
Club,  and  the  NSU  football  team. 

Linda  Wcldon  Kile  IVrkms  lives  in 
Provo,  Utah. 

68  I.ariA  I).  DcVillc  is  Market 
ing  Manager  for  IBM  C(»rporation  in  Boca 
Raton.  FL.  He  lives  in  Lighthouse  Pt.,  FL. 
with  his  witc.  Barbara  lambo 

69  Nelda  Jean  Ma\e>  McAllcn 
lives  in  DeSoto.  LA.  uheiv  she  is  employed 


by  the  state  ot  Louisiana  Child  Protection 
Agency  as  a  S<Kial  Worker  Supervisor. 
Mrs.  McAllen  is  married  to  Robert  (Bob) 
Earl  McAllen.  Sr.  who  is  himself  an  NSU 
graduate  of  1971 . 

/I  Joal  Carroll  Beason  lives  in 

Lafayette,  LA. 

7*  W.B.  Talle>   is  currentis   re- 

tired and  living  in  Houston.  TX. 

//  Mrs.  Gisele  Morrison  Dugas 

lives  in  Lafayette,  LA,  where  she  is  self- 
employed  with  her  husband.  Douglas  J.  Du- 
gas. 

lo  Lis-sa  F.  Pollacia  received  a 

Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  at  the  school's  recent  spring  com- 
mencement exercises.  Ms.  Pollacia  re- 
ceived an  M.S.  from  NSU  in  1980  and  has 
been  working  as  an  assistant  professor  of 
math  and  computer  science  at  NSU's  Fort 
Polk  campus.  Her  dissertation  is  titled 
"The  Object  Flow  Model:  A  Conceptual 
Modeling  Language  for  Object-Driven  Soft- 
ware."" 

17  Tom  Brassell  is  National  Ac- 

counts Representative  lor  Control  Data 
Corporation.  He  lives  in  l.awrencev  ille. 
GA,  with  his  wife.  Bettv  and  their  \~\\c- 
month-old  s»)n.  Tom.  Jr.  While  attending 
NSL'  Mr.  Brassell  was  on  the  Varsity  Golf 
Team  (1977-1979). 

Randv  Johnson  is  Assistant  Principal 
and  Head  Football  Coach  for  St.  John  High 
.School  in  Chalmette,  LA.  He  and  his  wife. 
Jo  Ann  Hebert,  have  three  children,  ages  6. 
16.  and  19. 

oU  Keith   Clavion    is   currentiv 

living  in  lerrell.  TX.  where  he  is  Manager 
in  charge  iif  Loss  Control  at  .Alexander  <\: 
Alexander  o{  Dallas.  He  is  married  to  Jo 
Julian  (NSII  class  of  1979)  and  has  two 
children,  ages  10  and  7.  While  attending 
Northwestern  Mr  Clavion  was  involved  in 
NSU  Fomball. 

oL  Bill  Henilerson  is  an  .Ameri- 

can .Xirlmcs  Captain  wln>  lives  in  Fort 
Worth.  T.X.  While  pursuing  his  BA  in  Avia- 
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Dr.  June  Moore 
Looks  for 
Challen5es 


It  was  1933.  The  nation's  banks  had 
been  closed  by  presidential  order,  and  there 
was  no  money.  The  16-year-old  girl  from 
South  Louisiana  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 
big  room,  crying.  She  had  just  been  told 
there  was  no  job  for  her  in  the  dining  hall, 
and  because  she  had  no  money,  she  would 
have  to  leave  Louisiana  State  Normal 
School  and  return  home. 

"I  just  cried  and  told  him  I  wanted  to 
be  a  teacher.  That's  all  I  ever  wanted  to 
be,"  said  Dr.  June  Moore.  "I  guess  he  was 
a  softie,  because  he  changed  his  mind  and 
gave  me  a  job." 


Thousands  of  Louisiana  school  children  have  benefited 
from  that  day,  because  that  16-year-old  became  one  of  the  most 
impressive  teachers  in  the  state. 

■'I  like  facing  challenges  and  trying  to  overcome  them," 
Dr.  Moore  said. 

Challenges  have  never  been  in  short  supply  for  June 
Moore.  After  the  banks  were  closed  in  the  Great  Depression, 
the  schools  were  closed.  Her  mother  borrowed  enough  money 
from  a  friend  to  send  June  to  Louisiana  Normal  for  one  term. 

"She  said  there  was  no  more  money,  and  if  I  wanted  to 
keep  going  to  school,  I  would  have  to  find  a  job,"  Moore  said. 
That  led  to  the  confrontation  at  the  dining  hall. 

Moore  left  Normal  with  a  "3  D  degree"  which  allowed 
her  to  teach.  At  the  age  of  18,  she  was  teaching  sixth  and  sev- 
enth grade  students  who  were  16  and  17   years  old. 

"In  South  Louisiana,  some  children  were  taken  out  of 
school  during  the  trapping  and  shrimping  seasons.  They  often 
fell  far  behind  on  school  work,"  Moore  explains. 

Soon  she  was  teaching  at  a  one-room  school  house  near 
Raceland. 

"I  was  not  only  the  teacher,  but  I  was  the  bus.  I  picked 
up  the  students  each  day.  I  was  also  the  janitor— cleaning  the 
outside  toilets— the  basketball  coach,  and  the  nurse.  If  a  child 
was  sick,  I  would  hold  him  in  my  lap  until  he  went  to  sleep, 
and  then  continue  teaching  while  holding  the  sick  child." 

Seventeen  years  after  leaving  Normal  with  a  3-D  de- 
gree, June  Moore  returned  to  finish  work  for  her  bachelor's 
degree. 

"An  advisor  said  I  couldn't  take  12  hours  of  classes 
during  the  summer  because  I  had  been  out  of  school  for  17 
years.  I  took  the  classes  and  made  three  A's  and  a  B,  so  I  guess 
I  showed  him  I  could  do  it." 

Along  with  other  teachers  in  Jennings,  where  she  was 
teaching,  she  enrolled  in  graduate  school  at  LSU.  She  took 
classes  on  weekends  for  three  years. 

"It  was  hard  getting  up  at  four  to  drive  to  Baton  Rouge, 
but  we  did  it,"  said  Moore.  She  continued  her  education  by 
earning  a  doctorate  from  McNeese. 

In  her  28  years  of  public  school  service.  Dr.  Moore  has 
been  a  principal  of  a  one-room  school,  coach,  4-H  leader, 
cheerleader  and  pep  squad  sponsor,  teacher  of  grades  2-12,  and 
physical  education  teacher  in  five  parishes — Lafourche,  St. 
Bernard,  Iberville,  Jefferson  Davis  and  Acadia.  She  has  re- 
ceived numerous  awards,  and  she  belongs  to  several  profes- 
sional organizations  including  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  Louisiana 
Retired  Teachers. 

In  1978  Dr.  Moore  received  the  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award  from  Northwestern  State  University  Department  of  Ele- 
mentary Education. 

In  recent  years  she  has  turned  her  attention  to  politics. 
She  was  the  first  woman  elected  to  the  Jennings  City  Council, 
and  she  now  is  serving  tlrst  term  as  mayor  of  Mermentau.  She 
unseated  a  two-term  incumbent  in  that  election. 

'T  like  politics.  It's  exciting.  There  are  a  lot  of  chal- 
lenges facing  us  here.  I  like  facing  challenges  and  trying  to 
overcome  them.  When  you  accomplish  something,  it's  a  good 
feeling." 
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lion  Science  at  NSU  he  was  involved  iii 
such  organizations  as  Alpha  Eta  Rho. 
Kappa  Alpha,  and  ROTC. 

OJ  Gregory  J.  Doiicet  is  an  At- 

torney uilh  the  Law  Firm  of"  Grayson 
Broun.  While  attending  NSU  he  was  in- 
volved with  Sigma  lau  Gamma  and  the 
NSU  Agriculture  Club. 

Trudy  Melancon  Metoyer  is  Director 
of  Personnel  and  Assistant  to  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  Store  Operations  for  Treasure 
Hunt,  Inc.  in  Glendale,  CA.  While  pursu 
ing  degrees  in  Home  Hconomics  Education 
and  Fashion  Merchandising  she  was  in- 
volved in  Sigma  Kappa  and  AHEA.  She  is 
married  to  Louis  Metoyer  (NSU  Class  of 
1983)  and  is  awaiting  the  birth  of  their  first 
child.  The  couple  plans  to  move  to  Texas  in 
the  near  future. 

Marguerittc  Susanne  Crawford 
Wastelund  is  currently  serving  in  the  U.S. 
Navy  with  the  rank  of  Petty  Officer  Third 
Class.  She  is  an  Ocean  Systems  Technician 
Analyst,  dealing  with  oceanographic  re- 
search and  is  stationed  at  Pearl  Harbor.  HI. 
She  is  married  to  Kerry  Jay  Wastelund  and 
has  two  children;  Keralina  Marie,  age  18 
months;  and  Princesa  Jasmine,  age  1 '/: 
months. 

OJ  Bmnetta  Anthony  is  an  Un- 

derwriting Assistimt  with  the  Home  Insur- 
ance Co.  of  the  Houston,  TX,  Major 
Account  Property  Inland  Marine  Division. 
While  pursuing  a  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration Ms.  Anthony  was  involved  in 
such  campus  organizations  as  the  Student 
Government  Association,  the  Panhellenic 
S.A.M.,  and  llic  Purjilc  Jackets. 

Ms.  Aiilhoii)  IS  a  past  secretary  of 
the  Pro|X'rl\  .iikI  Inland  Maruie  Association 
and  IS  curreiilK  pursuing  CPCU  designa 
tion.  She  has  recent  1>  been  awarded  the 
Certificate  in  General  Insurance  by  the  In- 
surance Institute  of  America,  a  distinction 
which  requites  the  completion  of  three  na 
lional  examinations. 

IikUI   Keenan   is  a  Manager    Iiainee 
tor  UN'IT)G  in  Houston.  I  ,\ 


Publications  Coordinator  for  Indianapolis 
Newspapers,  Inc.  She  currently  resides  in 
Zionville.  IN,  is  married,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. 

oV  Roiudd   Wise   lives   in    Fort 

Worth.  I.X,  and  works  as  an  investigator 
for  the  FDIC.  He  has  NSU  degrees  in  His- 
tor\  and  Political  Science  and  uas  involved 
in  such  campus  organizations  as  Blue  Key. 
the  BSU.  College  Republicans,  and  SGA. 

90  Terry  W.  (Sonny)  Terrill.  Jr. 
lives  in  W.  Monroe,  LA,  where  he  is  em- 
ployed as  Quality  Control  Supervisor  for 
Modern  Materials  of  Monroe.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Kim  Kelly  on  May  25  of  this  year. 

Second  Lt.  Sean  I).  Wester  graduated 
from  The  Basic  .School,  located  at  the  Ma- 
rine Corps  Combat  Development  Com- 
mand. Quantico.  VA.  on  April  30.  While 
there  he  received  preparation  for  his  assign- 
ment to  the  Fleet  Marine  Force. 

Vl  David    Len    Daily     is    a 

Reailor-.Associate  for  Caldwell  Bank  in  In- 
dian Wells.  CA.  He  lives  in  Rancho  Mi- 
rage. CA.  with  his  v\ite  Trac)  Michele  Lee 
(NSU  Class  of  1989). 

Gerald  David  DeVille.  Jr.  is  Assistant 
Manager    for    Beall-Ladymon    in    Natehi 
toches,  LA,  where  he  li\es  uiili  his  wile. 
Karen  McKeiiar. 

Michael  Ibdd  Huddleston  is  attend- 
ing graduate  school  this  fall.  Huddleston  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Louisiana  Scholars"  Col- 
lege and  has  been  awarded  an  assistaiitsliip 
to  North  Texas  State  Uni\ersii\ 

Adrian  Beatrice  Conway  Williams, 
wife  of  Ernest  Williams,  is  serving  in  the 
U.S.  Ami\  .Hid  IS  stationed  al  Fori  l\)lk. 
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Jennifer  I  etfler  Gomb.n.  h  i^ 


l)i    Kalh\  Baivla\.  associate  jirofes 
sor  of   eilucation.   has  been  piesenleil   the 
Iacull\    l-Acellenee  .Award  al   Western   llli 
nois  University.  Baivla\  ivcened  her  bach 
elor's  aiul  master's  tiegrees  from  Louisiana 
lech   Uni\ersii\    and  earned  her  doeloi.iie 


from    Northwestern    State    Uni\ersit>    in 
1981. 

Z.elie  Francille  Wilson  Dech.  who 
received  her  masters  from  NSU  in  May  of 
1991.  is  a  Clinical  Instructor  at  Rapides 
General  Hospital.  Ms.  Dech  li\es  in 
Pine\iile.  LA.  with  her  husband.  James. 

Robert  Cary  Fowler  is  currently  at- 
tending flniversity  of  New  Orleans  where 
he  works  as  a  bartender  lor  UNO  Food 
Ser\  ices. 

Navy  Petty  Officer  1st  Class  Mark 
A.  Harris,  son  of  Elbie  R.  and  Audrey  D. 
Harris  of  Texarkana,  TX,  recently  returned 
from  deployment  to  the  Middle  East  in  sup- 
port of  OperatiiMi  Desert  Storm  while  serv- 
ing aboard  the  guided  missile  cruiser  USS 
Philippine  Sea,  homeported  in  Mayport, 
FL.  Harris  is  an  NSU  graduate  with  a 
Bachelor  o\'  Science  degree  in  Electrical 
Engineering.  He  joined  the  Na\y  in  Mas, 
1976. 

Ingrid  Jenkins  '^oung  recei\ed  her 
masters  of  education  from  NSU  in  1976. 
loday  she  lives  in  Martinez.  GA.  where  she 
was  named  Educator  of  the  Year  (1989- 
1990)  for  her  work  as  a  Kindergarten 
teacher  at  Wa\nesboro  I~iemeni,ir\  School. 


DECEASED 


Ms.  Kathryn  E.  Benson.  NSU 
Class  of  1941.  died  recentl\. 

Mildred  E.  Cobb  passed  away  on 
lebruar\  1.  1990.  following  an  extended 
illness  She  worked  in  the  I  xiension  Serv- 
ice o\  LSU  and  was  acii\e  for  main  \ears 
alter  her  retirement. 

Mrs  S.  Katie  McSween  Bradford 
dieil  on  December  7.  1990  at  the  age  of  91 . 
Mrs.  McSween  attended  Louisiana  -Stale 
Normal  College  during  ihe  years  1916- 
1918.  She  worked  as  a  librarian  in  Colum- 
bia. L.\.  where  she  was  buried  in  Columbia 
Hill  Cemeters  on  December  9. 

Bessie  Allinc  Reeves  Clements 
jxissed  awa\  on  March  .^.   IW|   in  Shreve- 
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port.  LA.  She  was  born  on  October  14. 
1898,  to  William  Jeptha  Reeves  and  Sarah 
Frances  Lawhon.  Mrs,  Clements  attended 
Shreveport  High  School  and  the  Louisiana 
State  Normal  College. 

Vera  Lee  Lumpkin  Grubbs  died  on 
January  30,  1991.  She  was  born  in  Fisher. 
LA,  and  lived  part  of  her  lite  in  Minden 
and  in  Shreveport.  Mrs.  Grubbs  attended 
Louisiana  State  Normal  before  going  into 
elementary  teaching,  the  profession  which 
she  followed  for  many  years.  She  is  remem- 
bered as  a  fine  teacher  and  an  enthusiastic 
lover  of  nature. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Lou  Haile  died  on  De- 
cember 1.  1990.  She  graduated  from  NSU 
in  1936,  with  an  education  degree  before 
teaching  school  first  near  Lake  Providence 
and  then  in  West  Monroe.  Mrs.  Haile  was 
the  president  of  Palomar  Financial  of  San 
Diego,  CA,  until  her  retirement  in  1982. 

Mrs.  Maggie  Malone  Noland 
passed  away  on  March  6,  1991,  in  Shreve- 
port, LA,  where  she  lived  most  of  her  life 
after  attending  Louisiana  Normal  College. 

Ludia  Perry  Smith  died  in 
Arlington,  VA,  on  October  30,  1990,  at  the 
age  of  79.  She  was  born  in  Ida,  LA,  and 
attended  Louisiana  Normal  before  teaching 
in  the  Caddo  Parish  School  system.  She 
was  affiliated  with  the  Arlington  real  estate 
market  for  several  years. 

Mrs.  Hallie  Stephens  died  recently 
at  the  age  of  96  in  Overton,  TX.  She  re- 
ceived her  teaching  certificate  from  Normal 
and  taught  school  for  several  years  in  Red 
River  Parish. 


Remember  to  semi  in  the 
Class  Notes  update  form  lo- 
cated on  page  21.     / 


&, 


o 
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enigma  Alpha  Iota,  a  national  music  fraternity  for 
women,  is  currently  trying  to  find  its  alumni. 

If  you  are  a  past  member  of  the  Beta  Iota  chapter,  the 
chapter  is  attempting  to  locate  all  members  who  have  graduated 
or  gone  alumni  in  Sigma  Alpha  Iota. 

The  chapter  would  like  to  get  its  alumni  involved  in  up- 
coming activities.  The  chapter  is  in  the  process  of  putting  to- 
gether a  yearbook  for  the  1991-92  school  year  and  needs  to  hear 
from  its  present  and  past  members.  Alumni  of  Sigma  Alpha  Iota 
or  anyone  who  knows  the  whereabouts  of  alumni  are  asked  to 
contact:  Sigma  Alpha  Iota,  Noilhwestern  State  University,  De- 
partment of  Creative  and  Perfomiing  Arts,  Attn:  Teresa  Herold, 
Natchitoches,  LA  71497. 

Those  who  contact  the  chapter  will  be  included  on  the 
alumni  mailing  list  and  will  be  contacted  about  upcoming  events. 


Ti. 


he  Ninth  Anniuil 
Chris  Roper  Memorial  held 
April  27  at  the  Robert  W. 
Wilson  Recreation  Complex 
was  another  big  success. 

Over  70  golfers  par- 
ticipated in  the  tonrnameni 
and  a  number  of  Natchi 
toches  area  businesses 
chipped  in  to  help  sponsor 
the  tournament. 

Businesses  helping  sponsor  the  tournameiu  included:  Jlte  Press  Bo.x,  Natchitoches  Bev- 
erage. Posey's  Sports  Center.  Pizza  Inn.  Heritage  Bank  of  Natchitoches.  Causey's  Pharmacy. 
Agline.  Inc. .  Lott  Oil  Company  and  River  North  Counseling  Services. 

Also  helping  out  were:  the  Natchitoches  Kiwanis  Club.  Graphics  Unlimited.  Shoe  Gal- 
lery. .Anloon's  Liquor,  .lim  Boxle.  Adam's  Pest  Control.  Sheruin  Williams.  Century  Cellimet  and 
.lohiison  Wholesale. 

The  tournanwnt  featured  some  low  scores  ami  a  tight  finish  as  four  teams  finished 
within  a  stroke  of  each  other 

The  team  of  Leo  "Long  Drive"  Johnson.  Ed  Jackson.  Clayton  Gibbons.  Charles  Clary. 
Hob  McGill  and  Brian  Walmsely  won  the  tournament  with  a  score  of  54. 

riiree  teams  tied  for  second  at  55.  Tlw  teams  began  a  playoff  on  hole  til  which  ended 
on  the  third  hole  when  the  team  c(msisting  of  Joy  Bankst(m.  Tomtny  Nassif.  Mike  Brown,  Tommy 
Swacker.  Joe  Stamey  and  Harry  Garcie  finished  second. 

Tlie  team  consisting  of  Joe  Bienvenit.  Joe  Cunningham.  Corwyn 
Aldredge,  Mike  Veach  and  Roger  Cumiingham  beat  (nit  the  team  of  Frank 
Copiopyso,  Michael  Crouch.  Richard  Woodle.  Darxn  Melancon  and  Joel 
May  for  third. 

Leo  "Pollock"  Johnson  was  the  long  drive  winner  while  Charlie 
Ingalls  won  the  putting  contest  and  Walmsely  and  Rich  Roper  were  closest 
to  the  hole  in  the  par  3  holes. 

Tlie  annual  tournament  is  a  gathering  of  local  golfers,  friends  and 
family  of  the  late  Chris  Roper  to  raise  money  for  a  golf  scholarship  at 
NSU  in  Roper's  name.  Dean  Sterling  is  the  current  recipient  of  the  Roper 
Scholarship.  Sterling  is  an  all-conference  golfer  as  wa.s  Roper  in  1981. 
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SPECIAL  REUNIONS 
SCHEDULED 


Representatives  from  those  gradu- 
ating classes  will  contact  you  with 
special  invitations,  schedules  and 
other  information.  Plan  to  be  at 
Homecoming  (Xtober  18-19. 


14 


Aluiniii  C  oliiniiis 


Alumni  Events 


till! 


Homecoming  1991  set  for  October  13- 
19  promises  to  be  an  exciting,  memorable 
time  for  those  alumni  who  come  back  to 
Northwestern.  A  week  of  events  is  planned 
to  allow  alumni,  family  and  friends  a  chance 
to  get  reacquainted  with  Northwestern  and 
Natchitoches. 


Art  Exhibit 


The  week  of  activities  begins  Sun- 
[—j      day,  October  13  with  the  Aluinni  Art  Ex- 


Jambalaya 


p.m..  in  the  Orville 


7  O 


hibit  Reception  at  2 
Hanchey  Gallery. 


Tour 


A  number  of  campus  events  are 
planned  throughout  the  week  leading  up  to 
Friday.  On  Friday,  the  day  of  activities  be- 
gins at  1 1  a.m.,  with  a  tour  of  historic  Nat- 
chitoches. The  cost  of  the  tour  is  $28  per 
person.  The  deadline  to  sign  up  for  the 
tour  is  Oct.  1 1. 


Golf 


The  Alumni  Golf  Tournament  is  set 
for  1  p.m.  on  Friday  at  the  Robert  W. 
Wilson  Recreation  Complex.  Entry  fee  for 
the  tournament  is  $25,  which  includes  one 
ticket  to  Friday  night's  Jambalaya  dinner. 

Tournament  play  is  a  best  ball 
scramble  for  six  member  groups  composed 
of  two  three-man  teams.  First,  second  and 
third  prizes  will  be  awarded. 


Meeting 


At  3  p.m.  on  Friday,  the  Alumni 
/~7      and   Foundation   Board   will   meet  in  the 
President's  Room  of  the  Sylvan  Friedman 
Student  Union. 


Friday,  the  annual  Jambalaya  Din- 
ner will  be  at  6:30  p.m..  at  the  Recreation 
Complex.  Tickets  for  the  dinner  are  $5. 
The  NSU  Yell  Leaders  will  be  on  hand  and 
entertainment  will  be  provided.  The  Class 
of  1941  will  be  honored  as  special  guests. 


Registration 


Activities  begin  on  Saturday  at  9 
a.m.,  with  an  open  house  at  the  Alumni 
Center.  Registration  and  refreshments  will 
begin  at  10;30  a.m.  All  alumni  are  encour- 
aged to  come  by  the  Alumni  Center  and 
start  the  day  with  old  friends. 


Bingo 


A  number  of  events  will  be  taking 
place  Saturday  morning  including  the 
Ladies  Bingo  Brunch  that  begins  at  10 
a.m..  at  the  Recreation  Complex.  Tickets 
are  $10,  which  includes  the  meal  and  bev- 
erages. Brunch  begins  at  10  a.m.,  with  the 
bingo  set  to  begin  at  10:30  a.m. 

Ten  games  will  be  played  with  a 
number  of  prizes  donated  by  Natchitoches 
merchants  to  be  given  away. 

Bingo  Brunch  tickets  are  limited  to 
125  players  and  are  sold  on  a  first  come, 
first  serve  basis. 


Band 


A  NSU  Band  reception  will  begin 
at  10  a.m.,  Saturday  in  the  Band  Room  of 
the  A. A.  Fredericks  Creative  and  Perform- 
inc  Arts  Center. 


Hall  of  Fame 


The  "N"  Club  Hall  of  Fame  Induc- 
tion begins  at  10  a.m.,  Saturday  in  the 
Purple  and  White  Room  of  the  NSU 
Fieldhouse. 
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Reunions 


On  Sauiiday  several  clifTerent  re- 
unions will  be  at  10  a.m..  and  last  until 
1  i:3{)  a.m.,  in  the  Sylvan  Friedman  Stu- 
dent Union.  The  Class  of  1941  will  have 
its  5()-year  reunion  in  the  President's 
Room:  the  classes  of  1946,  1951.  1956. 
1961.  1971.  1976.  1981,  1986  and  199! 
will  have  a  reunion  in  the  Cane  River 
Room;  the  reunion  of  past  cheerleaders 
will  be  in  Room  .^20  and  the  Purple  Jackets 
reunion  will  be  in  the  Faculty  Lounge. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bracelet  Reuni(Mi 
will  be  held  from  10:30  a.m.  -  1 1:30  a.m.. 
in  Room  221 .  The  Library  Science  reunion 
will  be  held  in  the  staff  lounge  of  the  Wat- 
son library  from  10:00  until  1  1:30  a.m. 


Luncheon 


At  noon  on  Saturday  just  prior  to 
the  NSU-McNeese  game,  the  annual 
Alumni  Luncheon  will  be  held  in  the  Stu- 
dent Union  ballroom.  The  Class  of  194! 
will  be  honored  and  the  Annual  Alumni 
General  Meeting  will  be  held.  Tickets  are 
$10  for  adults  and  S5  for  children. 


Football 


The  high  point  of  the  weekend  will 
-I  i—j  be  Saturday's  homecoming  game  against 
in-state  and  Southland  Conference  ri\al 
McNee.se  State  in  Turpin  Stadium.  KickotI 
time  is  2  p.m.  The  game  will  feature  per- 
tormanccs  by  the  "Spirit  of  Northwestern" 
marcliing  band,  presentation  of  the  home- 
connng  court  and  Graduate  "N"  Club  Hall 
of  fame  inductees.  The  Reunion  Class  will 
also  be  honored. 


Band  Alumni 


On   Saturday    alter   the  game,    the 
l~l    NSU   Band  Alumni  will  ht)ld  a  business 
meeting  and  social  at  Just  Friends  on  Front 
Street  in  dovsrUoun  Natchitoches. 


Dance 


S.iiuul.iN  \    Homecoming    dance 
£^    si. Ills  ai  7  |i  111  .  in  Hie  Alley  of  the  Stu- 
dent Union  and  will  lap  off  the  day's  acti\ 
ities.    Tickets  aa-  $5  for  the  dance  which 
will  feature  Dick  Dante  &  The  Infernos. 


f/- 

^^ 

V 

Homecoming  Registration  Form 

Return  forms  to  Office  of  Development  and  Alumni  .Al 

tairs.    Northwestern    State    University.    Natchitoches.    L,\ 

71457,  (318)  357-4414. 

Name 

Address                        Citv 

St 

Zip  Code                                Telephone  No. 

$                                            enc 

loscd 

Please  check  the  event  or  events  you  \\  ish  ti)  attend: 

Alunuii  An  lAhiliil 

Class  of  1941  .SOyear  Reunion 

Rcccpiion 

(SiiiuLi).  Oci    13.  2  p  111  ) 

lour  1)1  Hislorit  NatchiUKties 

Special  Reunions 

(Fri(Ja\.  Oct.  19.  1 1  a.m.) 

(Salualay.  Oct.  19.  10  am  ) 

No   of  Tickets  at  S28.0(1  each 

deailliMC  Oct     11.   IWl 

Cheerleader  Reunion 

(SalunJay.  Oct.   19.  10  a  in  1 

Alumni  GoH  Tournament 

Purple  Jacket  &  Blue  Key 

Handicap         No.  of  guests 

Reunion 

to  attend  jambalaya  dinner. 

(Satual.iN.  Oct    19,  10  a  ni  ) 

InlfN  feeS:.^  (X)-mcludes  1  ticket 

to  |ainhala\a  dinner 

I.;idy  of  the  Bracelet  Reunion 

(.Satuixlay.  Oct    19.  IO:.U)a  ni  i 

JainbaLna  Dinner 

Alumni  Luncheon 

(Friday.  Oct.  18,  6:30  p.m.) 

(Saturday.  Oct    19.  niH)ni 

No.  of  tickets:  Adult Child 

No.  of  tickets; 

at  S.'i.(K)  per  person. 

Adult         Child  al 
SIO.OO  per  adult  and  S.S  (Ml 
per  child  under  12 

l.adies  Bini;o  Hrunch 

BusiiK-ss  meetini;  and  sikuiI 

(SalunJay.  Oct.   19.  10  a.m.) 

lor  NSt'  Band  Alumni 

No.  of  tickets  al  S  10.00  ea. 

(immediately  following  gamei 

NSII  Band  Reception 

Homivoming  Dance 

(Saturday.  Oct.  19.  10  a  ni  ) 

(Saturday.  (Xt    19.  7  p.m  ) 
S.^  (K)  pi-r  person 

% 
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DESERT  Two  members  of  the  1991  Demon 

STORM  football  team,  along  with  an  AU- 

DEMONS:  Southland  Conference  linebacker  from  the 

1988  championship  club,  were  involved 
in  Operation  Desert  Storm  earlier  this 
year.  Leonard  Parker,  a  key  leader  on  the 
10-3  Demons  of  1988,  commanded  a  tank 
brigade  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  Freddy  No- 
ble, a  defensive  back  on  the  current  De- 
mon squad,  had  his  1990  season  cut  short 
by  a  call-up  of  his  National  Guard  trans- 
portation unit.  Noble  and  other  Jena 
Guardsmen  remained  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
as  of  July  1 .  but  he  sent  word  to  Coach 
Sam  Goodwin  to  save  him  a  spot  for  the 
1991  season. 

Another  Demon,  freshman  line- 
backer Ed  Moses,  was  forced  to  miss 
spring  practice  and  the  entire  spring  semes- 
ter when  his  Guard  unit  was  activated.  He 
didn't  go  overseas,  however,  and  spent 
much  of  his  stint  at  nearby  R)rt  Polk. 


PLENTY  OF  The  upcoming  National  Football 

DEMON  PROS:  League  season  promises  to  be  another 

busy  one  for  former  Northwestern  foot- 
ball standouts.  At  least  eight  ex-Demons 
are  expected  to  line  up  in  the  NFL  again 
this  year. 

Northwestern's  NFL  Alumni 
Chapter: 

*Miami  Dolphins  Receiver  Mark 
"Super"  Duper  —  the  former  Demon  track 
All-American  took  up  football  at  North- 
western at  the  urging  of  his  good  friend  the 
late,  great  Joe  Delaney.  Duper  had  a  strong 
season  last  year  for  Miami  and  appears 
ready  for  another  outstanding  year,  his  10th 
in  the  NFL.  this  tall. 

*Buffalo  Bills  Receiver/Kick  Re- 
turner Al  Edwards  —  also  a  former  De- 
mon track  All-American,  Al  had  an 
incredible  rookie  year  last  season  capped 
by  a  starting  assignment  in  Super  Bowl 
XXV.  Watch  for  No.  85  when  the  Bills 


play  this  fall. 

*New  Orleans  Saints  Quarterback 
Bobby  Hebert  —  after  a  year's  hiatus  due 
to  contract  disputes,  Bobby  rejoins  the 
team  and  will  battle  with  Steve  Walsh  for 
the  starting  job.  Bobby  was  the  NFC's 
No.  4-ranked  quarterback  in  his  last  sea- 
son, 1989. 

*Cleveland  Browns  Cornerback 
Randy  Hilliard  —  the  guy  known  as 
"Slim"  to  his  Demon  teammates  from 
1986-89  spent  last  year  in  a  backup  role 
as  the  Browns  struggled.  With  a  new 
head  coach,  Hilliard  (No.  39)  should  get 
a  shot  at  moving  into  the  starting  lineup 
this  fall. 

*San  Francisco  49ers  Cornerback 
Kevin  Lewis  —  when  All-Pro  receiver 
Jerry  Rice  compliments  a  defensive  back, 
you  know  that  defender  is  a  talent.  Rice 
raved  to  the  Bay  Area  media  in  1990 
training  camp  about  Lewis,  a  free  agent, 
and  Kevin  wound  up  playing  a  significant 
role  for  the  49ers  last  year.  With  a  re- 
shuffling in  the  secondary,  No.  45 's 
action  figures  to  increase  this  year. 

*New  York  Giants  Linebacker  Gary 
Reasons  —  The  seventh-year  NFL  vet  had 
another  dream  .season  last  year,  winning  his 
second  Super  Bowl  Championship  Ring— 
and  in  the  process,  leading  the  Giants  in 
Super  Bowl  XXV  with  six  tackles.  Who 
could  forget  his  critical  30-yard,  fourth- 
quarter  run  on  a  fake  punt  to  turn  the  game 
toward  the  Giants  in  the  NFC  Champion- 
ship up,set  of  the  49ers?  No.  55  will  be 
calling  defensive  signals  for  the  Giants 
again  this  year. 

*New  England  Patriots  Running 
Back  John  Stephens  —  He'll  be  playing  for 
his  third  head  coach  in  three  seasons  with 
the  Pats,  and  No.  44  will  doubtlessly  be  a 
major  part  of  the  rebuilding  plans  of  Dick 
MacPherson.  Stephens,  the  1989  NFL 
Offensive  Rookie  of  the  Year,  broke  Joe 
Delaney 's  Demon  career  rushing  record  as 
a  Northwestern  senior. 

*New  Orleans  Saints  Receiver 
Floyd  Turner  —  WTiile  the  Saints  surged 
into  the  NFL  Playoffs  last  season,  it  was 
interesting  to  note  that  passes  in  clutch 
situations  went  toward  No.  88  on  a  regular 
basis.  Turner,  who  caught  the  opening 
touchdown  pass  in  the  Saints'  playoff- 
clinching  win  over  the  L.A.  Rams,  signed  a 
new  contract  with  New  Orleans  and  is 
happy  to  see  Bobby  Hebert  back  on  the 
scene.  Floyd  might  have  a  great  year. 
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WE  EVEN  HAVE 
A  PRO  CHEER- 
LEADER: 


AND  ANtn  HER 
EX-DEMON 
FOaiBALLER  IN 
PRO  SPORTS 
(OK  SORIS): 


Northwestern's  NFL  connection 
extends  to  the  sidelines.  Alumnus  Mi- 
chaela  Sanipitc.  a  Natchitoches  native,  is 
a  member  of  the  world-famous  Dallas 
Cowboy  Cheerleaders.  Michacla  made  an 
official  visit  home  last  fall  when  the  Cow- 
boy Cheerleaders  performed  at  halftime 
of  the  Demons'  win  over  Sam  Houston 
State. 

Glenn  Moore,  who  completed  his 
two-year  Demon  football  career  as  a  tight 
end  in  1989,  is  a  professional  athlete  in 
another  sport.  For  half  of  each  year, 
Glenn  pitches  and  plays  infield  for  the 
famous  "King  and  His  Court"  exhibition 
fastpitch  Softball  team.  He  is  being 
groomed  to  take  over  as  the  star  of  the 
show  as  the  original  King,  Eddie  Feigner, 
nears  fulltime  retirement.  Moore  got  his 
break  in  June  1990,  when  he  pitched 
against  the  team  in  a  Natchitoches  exhibi- 
tion game.  A  few  weeks  later,  an  injury 
left  the  team  scrambling  for  a  replace- 
ment. A  couple  of  phone  calls  later, 
Moore  was  signed  to  a  six-month  con- 
tract, and  the  relationship  has  blossomed 
from  there. 


Ever  have  one  of  those  jobs  where 
nobody  noticed  you  until  you  made  a 
mistake?  That's  the  kind  of  assignment 
that  two  generations  of  the  Fulton  family 
has  handled  lor  the  Demons.  Current 
Northwestern  deep  snapper  Trey  Fulton 
has  handled  that  chore  for  three  seasons, 
and  will  try  to  rebound  fn)ni  a  major 
knee  injury  to  play  this  fall.  His  older 
brother,  Rodney,  snapped  for  the  Demons 
from  1982-85  and  played  on  the  1984 
Gulf  Star  Conference  championship  team. 
Their  father,  Fred,  was  a  Demon  center 
from  l963-(>4  and  is  Northwestern's  Dean 
of  Student  I. lie. 


COACHES  ARE  Defensive  coordinator  Benjy 

CIX)SK-K\IT  Pierce  antl  second-year  offensive  line 

BUNCH:  coach  Steve  Mullins  were  college  team- 

mates and  roommates  at  Arkansas- 
Monticello.  where  they  tried  to  defend 
against  record-setting  Central  Arkansas 
quarterback  Randy  Huffsticklcr.  now  ni 
his  lourlh  year  as  the  Demon  defensive 
backtickl  coach.  Pierce.  Mullins  ami 
IlullsiKklcr  worketl  together  Irom  1983- 


DEMON  FCXriBAL 
IS  A  SNAP  K)R 
THE  FULIX)NS: 


85  on  the  Lamar  University  staff. 

He;id  coach  Sam  Gnxluin.  assistant 
head  coach  Donnie  Cox  and  receivers 
coach  Darryl  Mason,  also  have  a  long-term 
relationship.  Gcxxluin  was  head  coach.  Cox 
offensive  ccH)rdinator  and  Mason  the  Arkan- 
sas High  School  Athlete  of  the  Year  in 
1977-78  as  they  led  Little  Rivk's  Parkview 
High  to  an  unbeaten  season  and  a  state 
championship. 


WAIXJH  Ol'T  Demon  head  coach  Sam  Gooduin 

FAY  VINCENT:  is  a  big  baseball  fan  (see  note  below  for 

additional  prooO  and  he's  always  been 
active  in  local  Dixie  Youth  Baseball 
leagues  as  a  coach,  helping  lead  teams 
including   his  13-year-old  son  Ja\.  to  a 
pair  of  championships.  Jay  hung  up  his 
glove  this  summer,  but  Sam  sta\ed  in- 
volved in  a  big  way  —  as  a  league  com- 
missioner. That  thankless  job  was  made 
even  more  ditficull  b\  the  onslaught  of 
rainy  weather  earlier  this  spring,  forcing 
Goodwin  to  reset  izames  on  the  weekends. 


NCXI'  .'\  B.\I)  Goodwins  favorite  athlete  is  major 

ROLE  MODEL:  league  strikeout  king  Nolan  Ryan. 

Goodwin  has  an  autographed  Nolan  Ryan 

baseball  on  his  desk. 


PACKA(;E  DEAL: 


For  the  second  straight  year. 
Northwestern  has  pro\  ided  a  second 
chance  for  pla>ers  caught  in  the  middle 
when  a  university  dropped  its  football 
program.  Last  year.  Lamar  transfers  Ron 
Davis  and  Troy  Knight  made  significant 
impact  at  Northwestern.  This  fall,  two 
offensive  linemen  from  West  Texas  State 
could  contribute:  sophomore  Jeff  Wil- 
liams and  freshman  Preston  Bell. 


CR.\I)LK  OF  Northwestern's  Nl'I.  talent  pioduc- 

COACHUS?:  tion  line  is  well  recogni/ed.  But  a  pretty 

good  group  of  college  football  coaches 
are  ex-Demons,  tt>o.  Four  former  Demon 
players  are  successful  assistant  coaches  at 
Division  l-A  programs.  Edward  "Be  Be  " 
Orcgeron.  a  high  school  teammate  ot 
Bobby  Hebert's  at  South  Lafouiche.  was 
a  standout  defensive  tackle  for  Northwest- 
ern and  a  senior  on  GoikIw  in's  first  De- 
mon team  in  1983.  Now.  he  coaches  the 
defensive  line  for  the  Miami  Hurricanes. 
F-ormer  IXmiiou  center  Bill  Johnson,  who 
served  on  Goodwin's  original  Northwest- 
ern staff  until  1985.  is  defensive  line 
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coach  at  Arkansas.  Ex-Demon  defensive 
end  Mike  Doherty,  also  on  Goodwin's 
first   Demon  staff,  is  secondary  coach  at 
Southwestern  Louisiana.  Former  Demon 
great  Uneman  Petey  Perot,  a  seven-year 
NFL  veteran,  is  in  his  second  year  as 
offensive  line  coach  at  Louisiana  Tech. 
Two  other  former  Gtwdwin  staff 
members,  both  ex-Demon  defensive  coordi- 
nators, helped  their  current  clubs  reach 
bowl  games  last  year.  John  Thompson 
helped  Ltiuisiana  Tech  into  the  Indepen- 
dence Bowl  while  Art  Kaufman  was  an 
assistant  on  the  Ole  Miss  team  which 
played  in  the  Liberty  Bowl. 

In  seven  conference  races  under 
Sam  Goodwin,  the  Demons  have  never 
finished  worse  than  third  place,  and  have 
twice  won  titles  (1984  Gulf  Star  co- 
champs,  1988  Southland  champs). 

Three  members  of  the  1991  De- 
mon team  want  to  follow  in  their  dads' 
footsteps  and  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion. Fullback  Guy  Hedrick  wants  to  be 
dentist,  like  his  father.  Offensive  linemen 
Jeff  Miles  and  Curtis  Wilkins  both  plan  to 
beocmc  doctors,  as  their  dads  did. 

If  the  charms  of  Lake  Tahoe,  and 
the  casinos  in  Reno,  carry  some  appeal, 
this  fall  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
make  a  visit.  The  Demon  football  team 
plays  in  Reno  against  Nevada,  last  year's 
Division  I-AA  runner-up,  on  Sept.  14. 
The  Lady  Demon  basketball  team  plays 
in  the  Lady  Wolfpack  classic  in  Reno 
Nov.  29- Dec.  I. 

There's  already  a  pxtckage  trip  set 
up  for  the  football  weekend.  The  rate  ($440 
per  person,  double  occupancy;  $565  for 
single  rooms)  includes  air  transportation, 
lodging  and  a  game  ticket.  Fifty  airline 
seats  and  30  Bally 's  hotel  rooms  are  availa- 
ble. The  group  departs  Shreveport  on 
Thursday  morning,  Sept.  12  and  returns 
Sunday  evening,  Sept.  15.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  the  athletic  department  at  318- 
357-5251. 

Plenty  of  fun.  a  chance  to  visit 
Mexico  and  enjoy  the  unique  culture  of 
El  Paso  while  catching  the  Demon  foot- 
ball team  in  action  awaits  on  Sept.  21, 
thanks  to  another  "Travel  With  the  De- 


mons" package.  The  rate  ($235  per  per- 
son, double  occupancy;  $280  for  single 
rooms)  includes  air  transptirtation.  lodg- 
ing and  a  game  ticket.  Thirty  airline  seats 
and  20  rooms  are  available.  The  group 
departs  Shreveport  Friday  evening,  Sept. 
20,  and  returns  Sunday  evening.  Sept  22. 
For  more  info,  call  the  athletic  depart- 
ment at  318-357-5251. 


ELSEWHERE:  Notes  on  other  Northwestern 

sports  ...  Lady  Demon  tennis  captain 
Karen  Patel  recently  became  the  univer- 
sity's first  major  college  Academic  Ail- 
American  by  her  election  to  GTE 
Academic  All- America  Women's  At- 
Large  Team.  She  was  among  31  women 
around  the  country  from  seven  different 
sports  —  tennis,  track  and  field,  lacrosse, 
swimming,  gymnastics,  rifiery  and  golf 
—  to  emerge  from  the  hundreds  of  nomi- 
nees at  the  district  level.  Just  to  make  the 
All-District  VI  team,  Patel  emerged  as 
one  of  the  top  five  vote-getters  among  45 
candidates.  The  Winchester,  England, 
native  graduated  summa  cum  laude  (3.92 
g.p.a.)  this  spring  with  a  business  admin- 
istration degree,  and  she  wants  to  work  in 
the  U.S.  but  may  enter  graduate  school 
unless  a  solid  job  opportunity  arises  ... 

With  the  Demon  baseball  team  and 
Lady  Demon  softball  squad  each  winning 
Southland  conference  titles  this  spring. 
Northwestern  became  the  first  school  in 
conference  history  to  sweep  both  champion- 
ships in  the  same  year  . . .  Baseball  coach 
Jim  Wells  and  softball  coach  Rickey  McCa- 
lister  each  were  named  "Coach  of  the 
Year"  in  their  sports  in  the  SLC  and  on  the 
All-Louisiana  teams  ...  Lady  Demon  junior 
catcher  Rhonda  Rube  became  Northwest- 
ern's  first  major  college  softball  Ail- 
American  when  she  was  named  to  the 
National  Softball  Coaches'  Association 
third-team  All-America  squad.  Rube  was 
also  named  "Player  of  the  Year"  in  the 
SLC,  on  the  All-Louisiana  team  and  by  the 
Louisiana  Athletic  Directors  Association. 
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Charlie  Tolar:  A  '5-foot-6' 
Ballet  Dancer  Who  Loved 
Football 


(Editor's  note:  This  is  a  reprint  of  an 
article  written  by  Jim  McLain  which 
appeared  in  the  Shreveport  Times.  It  was 
one  in  a  Louisiana  Sportswriters  Associ- 
ation series  of  stories  on  the  Louisiana 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  induction  ceremo- 
nies held  recently  in  Natchitoches.  All- 
time  Northwestern  football  great  Charlie 
Tolar  was  among  the  six  men  inducted 
into  the  Hall  of  Fame.) 

NATCHITOCHES- Charlie  To- 
lar squinted  through  the  cigarette  smoke 
in  Ant(X)n's  Liquor  Store,  almost  as  if 
he  could  sec  back  to  1960. 

That  was  the  year  the  brash 
young  Houston  Oilers  gave  an  under- 
sized running  back  from  Northwestern 
State  another  chance.  "If  I  could  1 
would  have  played  football  for  the  rest 
of  my  life."  he  said.  "Not  being  able  to 
play  really  hurt  me." 

Six  seasons  was  all  a  couple  of 
bad  knees  would  carry  him.  but  it  was 
enough  for  him  to  become  the  darling  of 
the  new  American  Football  League  anil 
a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Sports  Hall 
of  Fames  Class  of  1991. 

"The  Human  Binvling  Ball"  and 
"The  Manhole  Cover"  were  two  of  the 
nicknames  for  the  feisty  fullback  who 
packed  2(K)  pounds  on  a  mere  5-foot-6 
frame  and  captured  the  imagination  o\ 
fans  with  his  darling,  bull-like  rushes. 

"Hell."  siud  guard  Hogan  Whar- 


Charlie  Tolar  is 
pictured  during  his 
induction  ceremony 
into  the  Ixtuisiana 
.Sports  Writers  Hall 
of  Fame. 


ton,  who  blocked  for  him  then,  "he 
wasn't  'little',  he  was  just  short." 

Hcisman  Trophy  winner  Billy 
Cannon  of  LSU  was  in  the  same  Hous- 
ton backfield,  but  it  was  Tolar,  from 
little  kmwn  NSU.  who  was  the  first 
Oiler  to  gain  1.000  yards  (1.012  in 
1962). 

When  Oiler  fans  picked  the 
club's  30-year  anniversary  team.  Tolar. 
still  the  club's  No.  4  all-time  rusher 
with  3,288  yards,  and  Earl  Campbell 
were  the  running  backs. 

"That's  a  heckuva  an  honor. " 
Tolar  said.  "I  would  like  to  ha\e  pia\ed 
with  Campbell  ■ 

And,  according  to  Toiar's  old 
teammates,  Campbell  uiuild  ha\e  liked 
to  play  in  the  .same  backfield  with  I'olar. 

"He  was  not  only  a  good  runner, 
hut  an  excellent  blocker  and  could  catch 
the  ball,"  Wharton  said. 

And  where  a  5-6  back  blocks  a 
normal-si/ed  delensive  lineman  can  be  a 
painlul  experience  for  the  lineman. 

Bud  Mcl-adin.  the  former  Den 
\er  tackle,  hated  to  play  against  Tolar. 

"He  used  to  complain  to  me 
hiler."  Tolar  said.  "He'd  say.  'You'd  be 
down  behind  those  offensive  linemen 
where  I  couldn't  see  you.  I'd  break 
through  and  think  I  had  a  clear  path  and 
next  thing  I  know,  you'd  be  hitliiig  me 
111  the  groin"' 

The  iormer  Demon  was  at  raid 


his  chances  to  play  pro  football  were 
iner.  however,  when  he  was  cut  by  Pitts- 
burgh in  1959.  ironically  by  Steeler 
coach  Buddy  Parker,  another  Class  of 
"91  Hall  of  Famer. 

"I  was  one  of  the  later  cuts  and 
Parker  told  me  tliat  it  didn't  seem  right 
to  have  two  short  backs  in  the  backfield. 
He  also  had  Tom  "The  Bomb"  Tracy," 
Tolar  recalled. 

But  then  the  AFL  came  along. 

"I  remember  we  drove  to  Hous- 
ton in  his  station  wagon."  former  NSU 
teammate  Charley  Hennigan  recalled. 
"He'd  been  cut  by  Pittsburgh,  I'd  been 
cut  by  the  Edmonton  Eskimos. 

"We  were  free  agents  and  when 
we  got  there  they  had  160  guys  trying 
out.  They'd  run  off  a  flight  and  run  oi\ 
a  night  until  there  were  just  60,  and 
then  they  bn)ught  in  the  good  guys. 
Cannon  and  all  the  draft  choices." 

But  when  the  dust  cleared  Hen- 
nigan and  Tolar  were  still  there. 

Hennigan,  a  record-breaking 
wide  receiver,  wasn't  surprised. 

"He  was  a  5-fbot-6  ballet  dancer, 
the  onl\  guy  I  know  who  could  run  six 
inches  off  the  ground  and  run  a  9.5 
100-yard  dash,"  said  Hennigan.  himself 
a  Louisiana  Sports  Hall  of  Famer. 

Not  only  was  Tolar  fast,  he  was 
surprisingly  powerful. 

"He  was  the  hardest  fellow  to 
knock  down  I've  ever  seen,"  said  Jack 
Clayton,  who  coached  Tolar  at  NSU. 
"He  had  such  a  low  center  of  gravity." 

"It  was  pretty  damn  easy  work 
(blocking  for  him),"  said  Wharton.  ""He 
had  ama/ing  strength  and  plent\  o{ 
moves.  He'd  can\  people  six  or  seven 
yards." 

"He  was  something  else."  said 
Clayton.  "Somebody  asked  me  wht)  was 
the  best  player  I  ever  coached.  I  said. 
'  That's  easy.  It  was  old  Charlie.'  If  we 
were  behind  five  or  six  points  and  had 
the  ball  with  \'\\c  or  six  minutes  to  play, 
we  could  just  give  it  to  him  even,  time 
and  the>  couldn't  sttip  him." 

Not  only  was  Tolar  a  super  toot 
ball  pla\er.  he  long  jumped  over  23  feet 
and  ran  sprints  for  the  IXmiious. 

"He  had  great  speed.  He  ran 
against  the  Styron  tw  ins  trom  Northeast 
(who  are  in  the  Hall  of  Fame)  and  he'd 
he  ahead  of  them  for  60  yards.  He  could 
leallv  accelerate."  Clavton  said. 
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"He  could  dunk  a  basketball." 
said  Hennigan,  who  often  teamed  with 
Tolar  on  off-season  barnstorming  tours 
with  the  Oiler  basketball  team. 

Hennigan  said  don't  ever  sell 
Tolar  short  on  brains. 

"He  finished  Northwestern  in 
three  and  a  half  years."  he  said. 

Tolar  also  got  out  of  high  school 
early  and  went  through  1955  spring 
training  at  LSU  after  signing  with  Gay- 
nell  Tinsley  the  previous  fall. 

But  LSU  had  changed  coaches 
by  the  time  Tolar  got  there. 

"I  knew  I  could  never  play  for 
coach  (Paul)  Dietzel."  he  said.  "We 
couldn't  agree  on  anything.  So.  I  left 
and  laid  out  a  year. 

"Coach  (Walter)  Ledet  was  in- 
strumental in  getting  me  back,"  he  said 
of  the  former  NSU  assistant  football 
coach. 

Tolar  passed  up  his  senior  year 
at  NSU  when  the  Steelers  took  him  in 
the  1959  "redshirt  draft." 

"It  was  the  biggest  mistake  I 
ever  made.  I  should  have  played  my  last 
year  at  Northwestern  and  then,  when 
the  AFL  started  up,  if  I'd  had  as  good  a 
senior  year  as  a  junior  year,  it  would 


have  been  beneficial  to  me."  he  said. 

Tolar  fit  right  in  with  the  Oilers, 
who  won  the  AFL's  first  two  champion- 
ships and  lost  to  the  Dallas  Texans  in 
the  title  game  in  1962.  They  were  a  fun- 
loving  bunch  and  Tolar  knew  how  to 
have  fun. 

"Lord,"  Wharton  recalled  with  a 
chuckle,  "we  got  into  some  awful  mes- 
ses. Harldy  any  of  'em  you  can  talk 
about." 

Tolar  could  also  handle  himself 
off  the  field  and  stories  about  him 
abound.  One  year,  before  the  State  Fair 
game  with  Louisiana  Tech.  it's  reported 
he  got  in  some  early  licks  against  the 
Demons'  arch-rivals  at  a  Shreveport  bar 
on  the  Friday  before  the  game. 

Tolar  smiles  at  the  memory. 
"There  was  a  little  tussle."  is  all  he'll 
sa>. 

"I'd  want  to  have  him  with  me  if 
I  ever  got  in  that  real  dark  alley,"  said 
Wharton.  "He  won't  quit  on  you." 

It  was  while  out  on  the  town  one 
night  that  Tolar.  always  known  as  a  guy 
who'd  try  anything  at  least  once,  got  the 
most  unusual  off-season  job  any  athlete 
ever  had. 

"Red  Adair,  the  oil  well  firefigh- 


ter, and  I  frequented  the  same  club  in 
Houston.  He  was  a  big  fan  of  the  Oilers 
and  we  became  friends,"  Tolar  said. 
"One  night,  I  said.  'Red.  why  don't  you 
hire  me?'" 

"He  called  the  next  day  and 
asked  me  if  I  had  a  passport.  I  said  no. 
and  he  told  me  'go  get  one  because 
you're  going  to  North  Africa.' 

"They  called  it  the  'Devil's  Cig- 
arette Lighter'."  he  said  of  the  flaming 
well  in  Algeria.  "You  could  see  it  for 
miles. 

I  said,  'Oh.  God.  Charlie, 
you've  really  gotten  in  trouble  now!' 

"I  believe  I  got  more  notoriety 
from  that  than  football."  he  said.  "I  just 
did  it  for  two  years.  I  would  probably 
have  stayed  with  it  if  I'd  had  any  back- 
ground in  it." 

Wharton,  Hennigan  and  several 
other  old  Oilers  were  in  Natchitoches 
for  Charlie's  big  day.  They  owed  him, 
Wharton  said. 

"He  was  the  heart  of  the  whole 
dadgum  team.  We  saw  this  little  sucker 
doing  it  and  got  to  figuring  we  could  do 
it  too.  I  wouldn't  have  missed  it  for  all 
the  tea  in  China." 


Alumni  Information  Update 
Northwestern  State  University  of  Louisiana 

Please  till  this  page  out  as  completely  as  possible.  We  are  revising  our  computer  system  and  your  information  updates  are  vital  to 
making  the  system  work.  Please  make  a  copy  of  this  page  and  give  it  to  any  NSU  graduate  who  may  not  be  on  our  list.  We  can  not 
keep  in  touch  with  \ou  if  we  can't  find  you!  Thank  You. 

SSN: 

Name 


Last 
Degree  1:  _ 


Year  1: 


First 
Degree  2: 


Year  2: 


Middle 
Degree  3: 


Maiden 


Year  3: 


Organizations  Involved  With  At  NSU: 
Home  Address: 


Citv: 


St. 


Zip 


Phone: 


Name  of  Business: 
Business  Address: 

City: 

Job  Title: 

Phone: 


St. 


Zip 


Marital  Status: 


Spouse  NSU  Graduate? 
Number  of  Children:  _ 


Year 

Ages  _ 


Please  send  me  information  about  the  following: 
Admissions  NSU  Athletic  Assn. 


LA  Scholars'  College 


Financial  Aid 


Fall  1991 


21 


The  Alumni  Columns 
Northwestern  State  University 
Natchitoches,  LA  71497 


Second  Class 
Postal  Paid 
Postal  Permit 
No.  15480 


Applicant /Member  (Please  pnm  or  typel 
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you  use  the  N  Card  Visa,  you  help  the  Association.  Complete  your 
application  and  fill  \our  wallet  with  Northwestern  pride.  Get  your 
N  Card  toda\ ' 

Please  complete  the  application  and  return  to: 

Central  Card  Systems  •  P.O.  Box  4928  •  Monroe,  LA  712U 

Co-Applicant  ilf  second  card  is  desiredi 


First  Name                                                     Initial 

Last 

Address 

City                                                             Sutc 

Z,p 

Home  Phone 

Business  Phone 

Previous  Address  (If  less  thjn  6  months) 

Cily                                                            State 

Zip 

Social  Security  Number 

Employer 

Monthly  Salary 

Years 

Other  Monthly  Income  and  Source 

PrcvMHis  Hmployer 

Bank  With 

City/Branch 

Nearest  Relative  Not  Living  With  You 

Relationship 

AddrcM 

Cily 


Zip 


Relationship  (Give  spouse's  maiden  name  if  apphcahlc 


StKial  Securil\  Number 


Co-AppIicant's  EmpIoNcr 


Monlhlv  Salan 


\CJiT^ 


I  l^^v)  do  hcrchs  a^rcc  (o  at!  of  (he  terms  and  aMHliiions  sci  tonh  on  (he  agnxmcn(  delucrtd 
with  m>  card(s)  I  cenil>  that  the  aS'^c  information  is  tnie  and  complete  I  gi\r  the  abo\t 
information  for  the  purpt»se  of  ohuming  credit  and  authorize  Central  Bank  to  ohtain 
information  concerning  an\  s(a(cmen(  made  herein 

THL  ANNUAL  PKRCENTAGH  RATH  IS  18 *>  The  N  card  is  issued  K  Ccmnil  Bank 
Monroe.  LA 

Tlie  N  Card 

Please  Complete  Application  in  Full. 
All  Authorized  Users  Must  Sign  Application. 


Applicant  Member's  Signature 


Dale 


Co-.Applicant's  Signature 


Authorized  User's  Signature  <  Relationship) 


natc 
Date 
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TV  andowr  Mi  nw*  »  >tf  dw 
inM  aid  >  <*fa  »  .iwfr  itm  »m 
lar   Fn  w  .ilHir  •  Itn  atoman 
■Art  am  pr««<i  .n*  axn»l  CAUD 
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Xn 

lit 
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TraMKim 
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